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Restrictions extended as COVID-19 cases rise 


By Kimberly Palmucci 
Correspondent 


REGION — To help stop the 
spread of COVID-19 as cases and 
hospitalizations rise, Massachusetts 
has recently seen an extension of 
restrictions and new hospital guid- 
ance. 

At the end of December, indus- 
try restrictions for capacity limits 
and reduced gathering limits went 
into effect. These restrictions will 
now be extended until Jan. 24, un- 
less further extended by Gov. Char- 
lie Baker, his office said last week. 

“Everyone has their own per- 
sonal responsibility to help lower 
the numbers,’ said Lorri McCool, 
Monson’s Health and Title 5 in- 
Spector. 

“The state is constantly putting 
out new information.” 

Under the current restrictions, 
most industries in the state remain 
subject to a 25% capacity limit, 1n- 
cluding restaurants, close contact 
personal services, theaters, and 
more. According to state officials, 
the current gathering limits are also 
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Average daily rate: 36.2 
Percent positivity: 9.5255 
_ Total cases in the last 14 days: 93 


Risk level: Req 


According to statistics released by state health officials last week, Palmer 
had a 56.2 average daily rate of COVID-19 and nearly 100 new cases the 


past two weeks. 


Monson Schools 
re-opeing plan in flux 


By Michael Harrison 
mharrison@ turley.com 


MONSON — After a long, 
emotional debate, the Monson 
School Committee voted to return 
students to in-person 
classes and allow a trun- 
cated basketball season to 
begin. 

The status of remote 
versus in-person and hy- 
brid classes remained up 
in the air heading into the 
week, however. Toward 
the end of what became 
a marathon meeting last- 
ing about two = and-a- 
half hours on Jan. 6, the 
committee first voted 4-1 
to use local COVID-19 
case metrics as a guide to 
re-opening. 

Member Kathryn Pe- 
terson was the only dis- 
senting vote. 

A subsequent vote 
a few minutes later up- 
ended the earlier one and 
members approved a mo- 
tion 3-2 to resume in-person classes 
on Jan. 19 for high-needs students 
and Jan. 25 for all others with the 
caveat that Superintendent Cher- 
yl Clarke would have discretion to 
return to remote learning as needed 
for health and safety reasons. 

Committee Chair Jeff Lord 
and member Emily Graves voted 
against that motion. 

Now it’s unclear when students 
other than those with high needs will 
be allowed back in Monson school 
buildings. Clarke informed parents 
late last week that while sports will 
resume Jan. 18 and high-needs stu- 
dents will be back in school the next 
day, most students are not sched- 
uled to return until Feb. 1. 

The committee also voted to 
increase class sizes from 15 to 20 
students. 


New Caeses Emerge 


Further clouding the picture, 
the school committee was expected 
to revisit the issue Jan. 13 (after this 
edition went to press), Clark and 
some committee members said. 

Based on the most recently 
available pandemic statistics from 
State health officials, Monson re- 
mained in the “red” or high-risk 
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category with 55 new cases and an 
average daily rate of nearly 48 cas- 
es. Then came this: 

“Yesterday, I was given infor- 
mation regarding multiple posi- 
tive cases of students and families 
across all three schools,” 
Clarke told parents in an 
email. 

‘ Although we are of 
course learning remotely, 
had I had this information 
at the School Committee 
meeting on Wednesday 
evening, I would have rec- 
ommended an opening of 
February 1 to ensure no 
further exposure of those 
in our school communi- 
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Clarke said in her 
email that pushing the 
re-opening date for non 
high-needs students back 
to Feb. 1 will help with 
logistics. She also empa- 
thized with parents who 
may be disappointed by 
the delay. 

“Many parents at 
both Granite Valley and Monson 
High have expressed a desire to 
change the learning model they had 
originally chosen prior to Wednes- 
day’s School Committee meeting,” 
she wrote. 

“Thus, planning and staffing 
could prove to be extremely chal- 
lenging. There is a School Commit- 
tee meeting tentatively scheduled 
for January 13 at which a new met- 
ric to guide the transition between 
learning models will be discussed. 
We plan to readminister the survey 
following this meeting to ensure 
parents have all the information 
necessary to make an informed 
decision. I apologize for this post- 
ponement, but one additional week 
will ensure we have everything in 
place — staffing, guidelines, proto- 
cols — as we pivot to this new model 
of in-person learning.” 


An Emotional Debate 


The school committee initially 
decided last week to follow a metric 
of two consecutive weeks of Mon- 
son outside the red designation as 
the all-clear to return to school and 
three weeks in the red as the signal 
to close. Before and after scrapping 
that plan, an often emotional dis- 
cussion among members, school 
officials and parents who tuned into 
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There were 55 new cases of COVID-19 infection in Monson the past two 
weeks, according to statistics released by state health officials last week. 


being extended. Indoor gatherings 
will remain limited to 10 people; 
outdoor gatherings will remain lim- 
ited to 25 people. 

These gatherings limit applies 
to private homes, event venues, and 
public spaces. 

Also, in response to a contin- 
ued rise in hospitalizations, all re- 
gions across the state will be esca- 
lated to “Tier 4” status, in which the 
hospitals in each region “will meet 
at least daily, and will continue to 
collaborate across regions where 
necessary, to address growing ca- 
pacity constraints and continue to 
load balance as needed,’ according 
to a statement from the Baker-Poli- 
to administration. 

Since early December, all re- 
gions across the Commonwealth 
have been in “Tier 3” status, which 
established a framework for greater 
coordination to balance patient load 
and ensure capacity. 

To support the health care sys- 
tem’s continued response to the 
surge in cases and hospitalizations, 
the Commonwealth 1s also allowing 
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Pathfinder alum gifts vehicle for hands-on learning 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


PALMER -— Thanks to Ford of 
Northampton’s donation of a 2010 
Ford Focus, Pathfinder Regional 
Vocational Technical School’s Au- 
tomotive Technology Department 
now has a new vehicle for its stu- 
dents to use as a learning tool. 

Scott Sarat, owner of Ford of 
Northampton, said this initiative 
came from a phone conversation 
between himself and Pathfinder’s 
ATD Head Paul Bouthiller, who 
asked if there was a vehicle the stu- 
dents in the program could use for 
practical learning. 

On Jan. 8, the 2010 Ford Focus 
was delivered to Pathfinder. 

Sarat said he chose this specif- 
ic vehicle because the model was 
more up to date than the previous 
one and had low milage. He also 
said he is happy to lend a hand to 
the automotive department. 

“The demand for service repair 
technicians in the auto industry is 
certainly high and historically has 
tended to go down,” said Sarat. 

“It’s hard to find qualified 
technicians and if we can help with 
the job that Pathfinder does, it’s 
certainly something that I as a local 
car dealer and repair shop should 
get behind.” 

Bouthiller said he insisted on 
getting the students a new vehicle 
to work on, to give them a more up- 
to-date experience in auto repair. 
Their previous vehicle to work on 
was a 2007 Chevy Malibu. 

“We don’t just shop vehicles, 
we need some for the younger stu- 
dents [to work on],” said Bouthiller. 
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Thanks to the generosity of Ford of Northampton, Pathfinder Regional Vocational Technical School has received 
a 2010 Ford Focus. Pictured with the vehicle are Automotive Technology Department Head is Paul Bouthiller (left) 
and Pathfinder alumni and Ford of Northampton employee Madigan Leitl (right). 


“To keep them up to date with 
some of the [newer] motor vehicles 
[parts], such as higher-pressure 
monitors and things like that, we 
needed a newer car.” 

He also said in the class, stu- 
dents work on cars for “customers” 
and need a vehicle that isn’t regis- 
tered to work on to complete curric- 
ulum assignments such as working 
on a head gasket. 


Other staff, such as Pathfind- 
er’s Vocational Director Ryan Rege, 
were also happy to receive the news 
of this donation. “We are thrilled to 
have such a great relationship with 
Ford of Northampton,” said Rege. 

“This generous donation will 
be an invaluable training tool for 
our students. It will help them de- 
velop their skills and knowledge on 
their pathway to successful careers 


in the automotive industry.” 

In the future, should the ATD 
need another motor vehicle, Sarat 
said he would be happy to provide 
one. 

“'m always willing to work 
with anybody that reaches out to 
me,” said Sarat. 

“Every situation stands on it’s 
own, but yes [I am willing to do 
so].” 
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Friends of the Library holding virtual 
Valentine raffle 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


MONSON -— From now un- 
til early February, the Friends of 
the Monson Free Library will be 
holding a virtual Valentine raffle 
fundraiser. 

According to Friends Vice 
President Gay R. Paluch, the idea 
for this virtual raffle came from 
the success of the boosters’ fall 
raffle, which netted the not-for- 
profit close to $500. Since then, 


while planning for this current 
raffle, they received several at- 
tractive prize donations. Items 
include: 


¢ $100 gift certificates to lo- 
cal Steaming Tender and CIMA 
Resturant and Chop House. 

e A handmade woolen shawl. 

¢ $60 gift certificate to Full 
Circle Skin Care and Massage 
Therapy in Monson. 

e Two hand-beaded valentine 
heart necklaces and a bracelet. 


e A wine and chocolate gift 


basket. 


Tickets are $1 each or 15 


tickets for $10 and must be pur- 
chased by Friday, Feb. 5. The 
drawing will be on Wednesday, 
Feb. 
monthly Zoom meeting. 


10, during the Friends’ 


Paluch said she’s looking for- 


ward to this virtual raffle, because 
it will help the fundraisers reach 
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BRIMFIELD 


Survey can 
affect cable deal 


The Town of Brimfield will 
begin negotiating with Charter 
Communications on the company’s 
continuation of cable television ser- 
vice to the town later this year. The 
Public Access TV Department asks 
that residents who are Charter sub- 
scribers take a brief online survey as 
part of fact-gathering to prepare for 
bargaining. 

The license covers local access 
channels, Charter Cable TV service 
and installations to homes, busi- 
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First American Insurance Agency, at 30 Sturbridge Rd., Brimfield. FAIA President Co- 
rey Murphy said the company has job opportunities available. 


Career opportunities available 
at local insurance firm 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


BRIMFIELD — From an industry 
standpoint, with all the turmoil taking 
place because of the COVID-19 pan- 
demic, First American Insurance Agency 
President Corey Murphy would like to 
remind the public of career opportunities 
there. 

One of the positions both the Brim- 
field and Chicopee locations are current- 
ly looking to fill is account manager. The 
person hired for that role would be re- 
sponsible for scripting the agencies cov- 
erages, locate insurances policies clients 
and more. 

“We also are looking for other posi- 
tions, which serve an inside sales posi- 
tion,” said Murphy. 

“We have people that call and are in- 
terested in purchasing a policy or want- 
ing to get a quote, so we need people that 
would be focused on taking care of our 
new clients.” 

Murphy’s reasoning behind making 
this information public, he said, is be- 
cause typically, insurance agencies are 
places people simply don’t realize rep- 
resent a number of job opportunities. He 
also said it’s a place where people are in- 
terested in helping others and assist them 
as they go through their lives, whether 


it’s getting a house, car and acquiring 
other property. 

Murphy further encourages pro- 
spective applicants by emphasizing it’s 
a comfortable work environment where 
they can get to know their clients on a 
first name basis. 

To further these claims, President 
of Westwood Advertising Associates, 
James Fiola, also put together a press re- 
lease stating facts relating to Insurance, 
such as: 


e There are 1,200 independent insur- 
ance agencies across the Commonwealth. 
These local businesses employ approxi- 
mately 10,000 workers in well-paying 
jobs and contribute more than $1 billion 
annually to the Massachusetts economy. 


¢ The demand for new hires at First 
American mirrors a recent industry sur- 
vey, In which nearly half (47%) of re- 
spondents indicated that they currently 
have or anticipate staff openings, and are 
looking to hire new talent. In 2017, U.S. 
News and World Report ranked “Insur- 
ance Agent” No. 4 on its list of best jobs. 


Anyone interested in applying could 
email jrossi@fiaagency.com and _ visit 
faiagency.com to learn more about the 
agency. 





Interested in fostering? 
Join upcoming meetings 


Have You Ever Considered Becom- 
ing a Foster Parent, but are just not sure? 

Join Devereux Therapeutic Foster 
Care staff for an informal Virtual Meet- 
ing where you will receive general in- 
formation about our program and have 
questions answered regarding foster- 
ing. If fostering 1s something you have 
always thought about and you want to 
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Meet STORM - 
Our Newest 
Team Member! 





Sales & Service 


WE'RE STILL 
OPEN! 


pproved 
Auta Repair 


make a difference. Here’s a good place 
to start! 

The upcoming dates: 6-7 p.m. Feb. 2 
and 10-11 a.m. Feb. 3. 

If you are interested in attending, 
call contact Maureen at 413-209-7677 
or Janet at 508-713-3895. They will send 
you the zoom link needed to join. 


LUBE - OIL - FILTER 1 


With quality Exxon Mobil oil, 
oil filter, 21 point check, top off all fluids. 
Up to 5 quarts of oil. 

© 5 Excludes 
diesel & 

synthetic 

Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Supersedes all other coupons 
Expires 1/31/21 T 


$10 OFF 


any service over $150 
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222 EXHAUST SPECIAL 


10” OFF 


EXHAUST WORK 
UP TO $50 OFF 


Excludes Catalytic Converters 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Expires 1/31/21 T 
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ALIGNMENT CHECK |, 
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INCLUDES TOE - ALL OTHER 
ADJUSTMENTS EXTRA 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 

Expires 1/31/21 T 


(Up to $50/Parts aie valid with other coupon offers) 
e Automatic Transmission Service 
e FREE Towing during working hours 
(to Jackson’s for repair within 15 mile radius) 
¢ Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles ° Snow Tire Changeover 
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5 Star Authorized 

Registered State 

Emissions Repair 
Facility #RPOO8269 


1307 Park Street (Route 20), Palmer, MA 
413-289-1016 « 800-662-1016 


TEMPORARY HOURS: 
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Friends of Monson Free Library 
om Raffle 


all rele Shiw Cares 
( CMA | IA ¢ Gift Certificate to Full Circle Skin 


Care and Massage Therapy in Monson 


Restaurant & "Restaurant & Chop House House 


$100 Gift Certificate to 


i Gift Cortipiach 





$100 Gift Certificate to 


Cima Restaurant and RAFFLE TICKETS Steaming Tender 
Chop House in Wilbraham Restaurant in Palmer 
ARE 
$1 EACH OR pent, 
% 
15 TICKETS FOR ‘ 
$10 z 





Handmade wool shawl by 
Tara Hengeveld 


Orders must be placed by 
Friday, February Sth, 2021 





2 High Street 


"All You Need Is Love" 
Wine and Chocolate Gift 
Basket 


Order forms available at 
the Monson Free Library and at 
https://monsonlibrary.com 


Drawing will be held 
Wednesday, February 10th 2021 


Please make checks out to Friends 
of the Monson Free Library and 
mail with order form to: 


Friends of the MFL, Attention RAFFLE 


Monson, MA 01057 





Valentine Hearts Necklace 
Hand-Beaded by Ellie 
Matrow 





Sweetheart Necklace and 
Bracelet Set 
Hand Beaded by Ellie 
Matrow 


Courtesy photo 


Many valuable prizes were donated for the Friends of the Monson Free Library 


virtual raffle. 
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their goal of giving the library $7,500. 
“In December, we voted to give 
$4,000 to the library,’ said Paluch. 
‘“We’re hoping to come up with the oth- 
er $3,500 by the first of July.” 
For a digital copy of the order form 
or to see the prizes, email friends.mon- 


sonfreelibrary @ gmail.com. 

All proceeds from the raffle will 
help fund the library’s programs and 
purchasing of museum passes. For 
more information on the Friends or to 
get a membership card, call Paluch at 
413-893-9014. 





Baystate Health to hold heart 
and vascular health series 


SPRINGFIELD —- Baystate Health 
will hold its popular free heart and vascu- 
lar health lecture series during the month 
of February, beginning Feb. 7 with Dr. 
Aaron Kugelmass, vice president and 
medical director, heart a vascular ser- 
vices and chief of cardiology for Baystate 
Health. 

His session, “The COVID Heart: 
Effects of COVID-19 on the Heart, What 
We Know,’ will provide a look at what 
doctors have learned about COVID-19’s 
adverse effects on the heart and treat- 
ments to offset illness 

The Heart and Vascular Health Lec- 
ture Series, presented by the Baystate 
Heart and Vascular Program as part of 
American Heart Month, will focus on 
presentations designed by Baystate 
Health physicians to inform those par- 
ticipating on the latest advances in heart 
and vascular care and how they can main- 
tain or improve their heart and vascular 
health. 

All lectures this year will be held 
from noon-1 p.m. and will be virtual due 
to the pandemic and the limit placed on 
numbers of people, who can gather in- 
doors. 

The free lectures continue of Feb. 14 
with preventive cardiologist 
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Top Floor 
LEARNING 


1455 N. Main Street, Third Floor ft 
Palmer, MA 01069 
facebook.com/topfloorlearningpalmer 











Dr. Quinn Pack of Baystate Cardiol- 
ogy in Springfield and Patrick Schilling, 
ACSM-RCEP, chief exercise physiol- 
ogist, of Baystate’s Heart and Vascular 
Program, who will present “Cardiac Risk 
Factors and Wellness in the Era of 
COVID-19."”". They will discuss how 
changes in behavior have impacted car- 
diac risk factors during the pandemicand 
offer tips on what can be done to keep 
your heart healthy and strong despite the 
challenging times. 

Baystate cardiologist Dr. Zachry 
Zichittella, who practices at Baystate 
Cardiology in Palmer, will present “Am I 
Having A Heart Attack?” on Feb. 21. His 
presentation will focus on what a heart at- 
tack is, the different symptoms associated 
with a heart attack and the importance of 
taking action quickly. 

The series will conclude on Feb. 
28 with “The Heart’s Electrical System 
and Latest Treatments” presented by Dr. 
Fadi Chalhoub of Baystate Cardiology in 
Springfield, Greenfield and Northamp- 
ton. He will review the role of the heart’s 
electrical system and discuss the latest 
technology available to treat dysrhyth- 
mias, including leadless pacemakers. 

Registration 1s required for each ses- 
sion by visiting baystatehealth.org//heart. 


Top Floor Learning, a privately funded 
non-profit corporation, has been helping 
others help themselves for 35 years with 

its Adult Basic Education programs. 
What makes Top Floor Learning 


unique Is its 
personalized instruction. 





Let TFL's method of 
One-to-One private tutoring help 
you reach your goals with: 


e Basic reading, writing and math skills 


e High School Equivalency Exam (GED) preparation 
e English Language Instruction (including conversation 


classes) 

Citizenship preparation 
Basic Computer Skills 
Resume Writing 


ASVAB, SAT and TOEFL 


For program information call Gail (413) 283-2329, 


Tutoring for specialized licenses and tests such as: 


POSTPONEMENT: 
We are so sorry 
but our May 
Scrabble Night 
and our May 
Basket Raffle will 
be postponed. 
At this time we 
are uncertain as 
to when they will 
be rescheduled. 


or reach her by e-mail at: gcarneiro@toptloorlearning.org 





TOP FLOOR 


VOLUNTEER 
TUTORS 
NEEDED! 


LEARNING NEWS! 


We are pleased to announce that we are now 
offering tutoring to High School students 
in need of help in reading, writing or math. 


This unique one-to-one tutoring is being offered as 
we continue to receive requests for this service. 





COMPUTER HELP IS HERE! 


Do you want to learn how to: 
e Use a computer ¢ Email 


e Create a Facebook page, etc.? 





c) “like” us on 


) facebook 


facebook.com/topfloorlearningpalmer 
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» i, Celebrate your loved one's life by donating 
to Top Floor Learning in their memory. 
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HERSHEY 

Emily Provost, 8 of Three Rivers, with her dog 
Hershey a 3 1/2 year-old chocolate lab mix. Each 
week we showcase readers’ pets here and on 
Facebook. Is your fur friend a dog, cat, chicken, lizard, 
horse, bird, mouse...you get the point. Is there a pet 
you're fostering and trying to re-home? All pets are 
welcome! Email a high-resolution jpg of your pet 
with a little information to mharrison@turley.com. 


Westfield Homeless 
Cat Project thanks 
supporters, seeks 
donations 


WESTFIELD — The Westfield Homeless Cat Proj- 
ect would like to wish all our donors, volunteers, vet- 
erinary clinics and adopters a Happy New Year. WHCP 
is especially grateful for everyone’s support during a 
challenging year and we look forward to working with 
supporters in 2021. 

Start the New Year with a little glam! WHCP is 
collecting new and gently-used jewelry, handbags, 
scarves and other women’s accessories which will be 
offered for sale during regular business hours at Choice 
Health, 307 East Main St. All proceeds will go direct- 
ly towards the care of the shelter’s wonderful cats and 
kittens. Donations should be dropped off at 1124 East 
Mountain Road. 

Now that the cold weather has arrived, there is an 
even higher demand to assist cats in need. Cat food do- 
nations, especially Fancy Feast and Friskies, as well as 
cat and shelter supplies such as litter, towels/blankets, 
household cleaners and paper products and monetary 
donations would be most appreciated. 

WHCP never denies a cat or kitten in need and 
supporters’ generosity will allow the shelter to con- 
tinue its efforts. Donations can be dropped off or sent 
to 1124 East Mountain Road, Westfield, MA 01085. 
Don’t have the time or inclination to visit the shelter? 
Check out the shelter’s Amazon wish list at https:// 
www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2UX2QS Y XRP30G. 
As always, the shelter thanks supporters for their help. 

Speaking of Amazon, shoppers can also support 
WHCP and do their shopping at the same time through 
Amazon Smile. AmazonSmile is a website operated by 
Amazon with the same products, prices and shopping 
features as Amazon.com. However, shopping on Am- 
azonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 
0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to the 
charitable organization of the shopper’s choice. Please 
go to Www.smile.amazon.com and designate the West- 
field Homeless Cat Project as the preferred charity. 

Please note the shelter’s adjusted adoption clinic 
hours of Thursdays from 5 to 7 p.m., Saturdays from 
1 to 3 p.m., and Sundays from | to 3 p.m. Please note 
that all safety protocols are followed, including facial 
coverings and hand sanitization. For more information 
contact Denise at denisesinico@ hotmail.com. 


Corrections 


The Journal Register will gladly correct factual errors that appear 
in this paper. Corrections or clarifications will always appear on Page 
2 or 3. To request a correction, send information to Editor at mharri- 
son @turley.com, or call 283-8393, extension 236. Corrections may also 
be requested in writing at: Journal Register, Attn: Editor 24 Water St., 
Palmer, MA, 01069. 











Share your thoughts and suggestions ; 
with our staff and your fellow readers. 
Participate in our opinion pages, 
or contact us anytime with your feedback! 


The Journal Register 
Your Community Newspaper 


www.journalregister.turley.com 
mharrison@turley.com © 413.283.8393 


The Journal Register 


OBITUARY POLICY 





Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 


The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 





Small business can 
apply for a share 
of $668 million in 
COVID relief funds 


REGION— The deadline fo apply for a state- 
wide financial assistance program for small busi- 
nesses is this week. 

Bars and restaurants, gyms, retail shops, pho- 
tographers and more can now apply for financial aid 
available through the state. 

Up to $75,000 per businesses is available pend- 
ing eligibility. 

In late December, Gov. Charlie Baker’s office 
announced the launch of a $668 million program to 
provide financial assistance to Massachusetts small 
businesses impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The program in part relies on the pending federal 
COVID-19 relief bill recently passed by Congress 
and signed into law Sunday night. It’ unclear, how- 
ever, when the money earmarked in the federal legis- 
lation will flow to states, businesses and individuals. 

Regardless of the developments at the federal 
level, the Baker-Polite Administration will start re- 
leasing millions in new funding to restaurants, retail- 
ers, and other small businesses throughout the Com- 
monwealth as soon as this week, Baker’s office said. 

Also last week, the Baker administration an- 
nounced nearly $49 million in grants through the 
Massachusetts Growth Capital Corporation (MGCC) 
COVID-19 Small Business Program to support over 
1,158 small businesses. More than 10,000 applicants 
had sought relief in this grant round, according to 
Baker’s office. 

Additional grants will be made available to el- 
igible small businesses through MGCC. The Small 
Business Grant Program was established in the fall 
and currently has a pool of eligible applicants await- 
ing funding. This additional funding will allow the 
state to award more of those pending applicants. Eli- 
gible businesses that already applied to the program, 
but were not funded due to limited funds available, 
will be prioritized for funding first and do not need 
to reapply. 

The funds will also be used to stand up an ad- 
ditional grant program at MGCC. This program will 
target the industries most hard-hit during the pan- 
demic. 


Eligible industries for the new program include: 


Restaurants, bars, caterers 

Indoor recreation and entertainment 
establishments 

Gyms and fitness centers 

Event-support professionals (photographers, 
videographers, etc.) 

Personal services 

Retail 


The new business relief program would of- 
fer grants up to $75,000, but not more than three 
months’ operating expenses, to be used for employ- 
ee wage and benefits costs, space-related costs, and 
debt service obligations. 

The online application portal for the new pro- 
gram will close on Friday, Jan. 15. Awards are ex- 
pected to be announced in early February. 

Eligibility requirements and details on how to 
apply and are available at empoweringsmallbusi- 
ness.org. 
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Sheriffs Steven W. Tompkins (left) to Suffolk County and 
Nick Cocchi of Hampden County. 


Cocchi elected 
VP of Sheriff's 


Association 


Suffolk County Sheriff Steven W. Tompkins and 
Hampden County Sheriff Nick Cocchi have been 
elected by their fellow county sheriffs to serve, re- 
spectively, as President and Vice President of the 
Massachusetts Sheriffs’ Association. 

This marks a return to the position that Sheriff 
Tompkins previously held back in 2015, and it is the 
first time that Sheriff Cocchi has been elected to serve 
the organization. Both positions carry a two-year term 
of service. Sheriff Tompkins and Sheriff Cocchi take 
the helm from outgoing President Middlesex County 
Sheriff Peter Koutoujian and outgoing Vice President 
Franklin County Sheriff Christopher Donelan. 

“IT am greatly honored to be chosen by my fel- 
low sheriffs to once again represent the MSA in this 
capacity,” said Sheriff Tompkins. “I believe that we 
are at a critical inflection point in the relationship 
between criminal justice and social justice, and I am 
very much looking forward to working with Sheriff 
Cocchi and MSA Executive Director Carrie Hill to 
not only expand on the progress that we’re making in 
the delivery of the comprehensive services we provide 
for our populations, but to help drive corrections fur- 
ther forward in this way.” 

Sheriff Cocchi said he is excited to serve as vice 
president, and that he sees the position as an opportu- 
nity to advocate for enlightened and effective correc- 
tions at a time when law enforcement is under pres- 
sure and being judged by the bad actions of a few. 

“IT am eager to serve my brother sheriffs as an 
advocate for the important work we do, fighting for 
what is in the best interests of the people we all serve,” 
Sheriff Cocchi said. “Right now, more than ever, law 
enforcement officials need to step up and not just do 
the right thing, but speak on behalf of what is right. 
We play a significant part in the lives of our justice-in- 
volved population, and I’m honored to be able to ad- 
vocate for their interests through the MSA.” 

Established 35 years ago, the Massachusetts Sher- 
iffs’ Association is comprised of the 14 duly-elected 
county sheriffs serving across the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts. In their roles as MSA President and 
Vice President, Sheriff Tompkins and Sheriff Coc- 
chi will work in concert with the MSA body and its 
strategic partners to better educate and inform their 
collective constituency about the important work that 
the county sheriffs are doing to advance and enhance 
programs and services that address behavioral health 
and substance use, women’s programming, reentry 
services, LGBTQI-specific programming, and a host 
of others. 

“As we enter the New Year, I am profoundly op- 
timistic about the better days to come,” said Sheriff 
Tompkins. “In my capacity as the incoming president 
of the MSA, I look forward to collaborating with ev- 
eryone across the fourteen counties and beyond to 
make our communities safer, healthier and more vi- 
brant.” 





SURVEY | from page 1 


nesses and along town roadways. Local access channels 
include Public Access Channel 191, Government Ac- 
cess Channel 192, and Education Access Channel 194. 
These carry a variety of town and regional programs. 

To take the 10-question survey, cable subscribers 
should visit brimfield.tv and click the “Customer Sur- 
vey” link near the top of the page. 
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NBSB honors employees with 
mid-year bonuses 


NORTH BROOKFIELD — 
North Brookfield Savings Bank 
was not able to host their in-person 
Annual Employee Appreciation 
event in October to thank all of the 
employees for their dedication to 
the success of the Bank and their 
commitment to supporting our 
customers and local communities. 

Instead, the Bank honored 
their employees with mid-year bo- 
nuses. 

“We had to find another way 
to honor the hard work of these 
employees, especially amid a na- 
tionwide pandemic. It has changed 
work for all of us, creating some 
strains, but our employees re- 
mained steadfast in their ability to 
serve our customers. Our employ- 
ees have risen to the occasion and 
are all the true heroes here at the 
Bank’, said Andrea Healy, Chief 
Administrative and Human Re- 
source Officer for the Bank. 

Every year, North Brookfield 
Savings Bank recognizes and re- 
wards employees for their ded- 
ication to the Bank and for the 
outstanding service they provide 
to our customers and communi- 
ties. In December of 2020, North 
Brookfield Savings Bank honored 
employees who reached special 
anniversaries with the Bank by 
presenting them with Years of Ser- 
vice awards and a gift. This year, 
employees ranged from having 5 
to 25 years of service, and over 90 
years of service combined. 

The following North Brook- 
field Savings Bank employees re- 
ceived Years of Service Awards in 
2020. 


5 Years of Service 
Ann Brady, Controller 
Scott Garrand, Systems Ad- 
ministrator 
Jessica Shimansky, Assistant 
Branch Manager 
Jean Szela, Sr. Loan Servicing 


Representative 
Debra Warman, Branch 
Cleaner 





— 


Kathy Grigas 





Darlene Jarnagan Patricia Bernard 





Deb Warman 


Renee Jurczyk 





Jean Szela Scott Garrand 


10 Years of Service 
Kathleen Grigas, Senior Ac- 
counting Specialist 
Renee Jurczyk, Branch Man- 
ager 





20 Years of 
Service 
Patricia 
Bernard, SVP, 
Compliance 
Officer 


25 Years of 
Service 
Darlene 
Jarnagan, 
BSA  Offi- 
cer, Deposit 
Compliance Specialist 


Jessica Shimansky 


“Congratulations to these 
wonderful employees for reaching 
their Years of Service milestones,’ 
said Donna Boulanger, North 
Brookfield Savings Bank President 
and CEO. “Each one of them has 
contributed to the Bank’s overall 
success and has shown their com- 
mitment to providing our custom- 
ers and communities with the best 
service possible, even in the tough- 
est of times. They make our team 
stronger every day and continue to 
emulate our Core Values.” 


About NBSB: North Brook- 
field Savings Bank is a mutual 
savings bank with full-service 
branches in North Brookfield, East 
Brookfield, West Brookfield, Ware, 
Belchertown, Palmer, and Three 
Rivers Village of Palmer. NBSB 
offers a wide variety of deposit 
and loan products for individuals 
and businesses throughout Central 
and Western Massachusetts and 
has been a steadfast supporter of 
the communities in which it serves 
since 1854. North Brookfield 
Savings Bank is a 2020 Banking 
Choice Ist place award recipient in 
Community Contribution. All de- 
posits are insured by the FDIC and 
the Depositors Insurance Fund. 
For additional information, please 
call 1-866-711-6272 or visit us on- 
line at www.NorthBrookfieldSav- 
ingsBank.com. 













The Journal Register has changed its firm 
deadline for public submissions to Mondays. To 
get your submission in for that week’s edition, 
email Editor at mharrison@turley.com or call the 
office at 413-283-8393 by noon on Mondays. 
We appreciate the cooperation of our readers. 











PUBLIC NOTICES 
ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all notices to notices@turley.com 


Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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Eagle Hill School 


242 Old Petersham Road, Hardwick 01037 ¢ 413-477-6000 


HELP WANTED 
OVERNIGHT AWAKE STAFF MEMBER 


Eagle Hill School, a college-prep board school specializing in educating bright children with 
specific learning disabilities, seeks an Overnight Awake Staff Member to join our residential team. 
This part-time position requires a person to be dependable, caring, and responsible for assisting 
with assisting with program areas, the overnight safety of 200 boarding students and all buildings 
on a 200 acre campus. Hours: Friday-Sat. 7pm-3am. Pay: Hourly (commensurate with experience). 


start immediately. 


WEEKEND GOUNSELOR 


For the academic year running September — June, and summer program needs in July: 
Hours: Friday: 3pm-11pm, Saturday: 9am-11pm, Sunday: 9am-5pm, Optional: Sunday 5pm — 8pm 


A Weekend Counselor is responsible for enhancing the quality of life in the dorms as part of the 
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the deployment of acute nursing staff- 
ing under certain circumstances. Hospi- 
tals with severe capacity constraints may 
now request a temporary exemption from 
the mandated nurse-to-patient ratios in the 
ICU. 

At press time, a majority of local 
towns were considered “high-risk” based 
on reported numbers. Three towns — Hol- 
land, Wales, and Brimfield — remain out of 
the red. Here’s a look at other communities 
in the region: 


¢ Ludlow: Average daily rate: 75.9; 
Percent positivity: 10; Total cases in last 14 
days: 220 

e Palmer: Average daily rate: 56.2; 
Percent positivity: 9.52; Total cases in last 
14 days: 93 

¢ Monson: Average daily rate: 46.8; 
Percent positivity: 10.05; Total cases in last 
14 days: 55 

¢ Brimfield: Average daily rate: 46; 
Percent positivity: 9.01; Total cases in last 
14 days: 24 

e Wales: Average daily rate: 52.3; Per- 
cent positivity: 12.71; Total cases in last 14 
days: 14 

¢ Holland: Average daily rate: 36.2; 
Percent positivity: 8.99; Total cases in last 
14 days: 13 


The Administration also announced 
that weekly COVID-19 pooled testing 


will be available within the next month to 
schools and districts, expanding on a rapid 
testing initiative that began in schools in 
December. 

“Pooled testing” involves mixing sev- 
eral test samples together in a “batch” or 
“pool,” and then testing the pooled sample 
with a diagnostic, PCR test. According to 
state officials, this approach increases the 
number of individuals that can be tested 
using the same amount of laboratory re- 
sources as a single PCR test. 

As far as local school systems, Lud- 
low remains in full remote learning. Palm- 
er resumed its hybrid model on Monday, 
when Monson, after a long emotional de- 
bate over the issue last week, was set to re- 
sume in-person classes. However, Monson 
Supt. of Schools Dr. Cheryl Clarke decided 
to remain in remote mode at least through 
the end of the month. Another school com- 
mittee was tentatively scheduled for this 
week to discuss potential new metrics. 

“There is a whole realm of reasons 
why the numbers may be up at this point,” 
McCool said, adding that possibilities in- 
clude holiday gatherings or colder weather 
resulting in residents not spending as much 
time outside. 

“Most people out there are following 
the guidelines and doing what needs to get 
done. We just have to take personal respon- 
sibility.” 


Eagle Hill Student Life program. This includes fostering a cooperative and considerate residential 
learning community for all students. The position carries a wide range of duties, responsibilities and 
requires a high level of commitment of both time and effort. A Weekend Counselor plays a central 
role in building a residential community for the students 


Responsibilities: 

e Responsible for supporting the student body in their effort to generalize daily living skills. 

e Responsible for the smooth operation of the dorm floor, Student Life program, safety and 
productivity for 15-20 students. 

e Jo serve as a role model by demonstrating responsible behavior, integrity and good judgment. 

e Collaborating with faculty serving a Student Life shift, to maintain an organized and consistent 
dorm floor. 

e Enforce rules and ensure adherence to the Student Code of Conduct and dorm floor expectations. 

e To listen and provide an empathetic ear and sound judgment by helping students come to their 
own conclusions about how to address problems. 

e Jo take part in planning and supervising both on and off campus activity programming for 
students. 

e Jo collaborate information and activities with weekday dorm counselors. 

e To assume other responsibilities as assigned by the Director of Weekend Services. 


Specific duties: 

e Be available to reside overnight in the residence halls. 

e To provide active leadership in a variety of activities throughout the Student Life program. 

e As an information resource, a weekend counselor is expected to help students deal with conflicts 
by adopting impartial solutions to issues that arise. When necessary, weekend counselors will 
collaborate with Director of Weekend Services, Student Life administrators, and/or a student’s 
advisor. 

e Attend appropriate training sessions when they arise. 

e To complete all necessary reports and records needed for Eagle Hill School. 

e Specifically, the entering of log notes pertaining to contributions to the community or interactions 
with students, both positive and negative. 
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What 
patriotism 
means to her 


Washington, D.C., may be nearly 400 
miles from here, but there’s no doubt that 
the rampage that occurred in the Capitol 
complex on Jan. 6 is on the minds of many 
local residents. We know at least a few peo- 
ple from our area were in the vicinity when 
a violent mob forced its way into the com- 
plex, assaulting police officers and vandal- 
izing the complex, including the offices of 
members of Congress. 

Despite that unmistakable criminal 
conduct, heated debate over the mob’s ac- 
tions will no doubt continue for years. Per- 
haps even decades. People who have staked 
out political positions on the “left” or 
“right” — as well as those who claim middle 
ground — have disparate opinions on what 
unfolded. That is troubling. 

Anyone who saw the siege at the Capi- 
tol in real time or watched the footage after- 
ward should logically conclude that it was 
a lawless act. Political ideology aside, cit- 
izens in a nation of laws shouldn’t have to 
think twice to decide whether or not breach- 
ing police lines, assaulting officers, and de- 
stroying and stealing property is criminal 
activity. 

Yet, here we are, one week later, and 
many people can’t agree on what they saw. 
That’s astonishing and deeply disturbing. 

All the communities in our region are 
undeniably patriotic. Respect for active 
duty service members, veterans, and the lo- 
cal police department runs deep. Our towns 
believe in the U.S. Constitution and law 
and order in general. Those who argue that 
members of the mob that terrorized Con- 
gress and desecrated the Capitol complex — 
the so-called “peoples house” — are patriotic 
citizens may never be persuaded otherwise. 

Nonetheless, we’re hopeful. 

Sometimes it takes a tiny voice to be 
heard over the political din. That’s why we 
want to highlight the words of Katherine 
Anselmo, a seventh grader at Baird Middle 
School who won first place in the Ludlow 
VFW’s Patriot’s Pen youth essay contest. 
Her essay now represents all of Western 
Mass. in the statewide VFW contest. Kath- 
erine’s adolescent innocence and optimism 
is just what we need right now. Her words 
are heartfelt and perfectly define what it 
means to be a patriotic American who be- 
lieves in “We the people.” 

Here are brief excerpts from her essay: 


“Patriotism is a love or devotion to 
one’s country. I think of the people who 
fought for our freedoms...from the branch- 
es of the military, to law enforcement, to 
fire and rescue who dedicate themselves 
and risk their lives for us... It is about de- 
mocracy and the right to vote. It is about 
compassion for our country as we join to- 
gether in unity, so we come out stronger. We 
don’t always agree, but we respect the right 
to disagree...Patriotism is about ‘a nation 
united stays strong, but a nation divided 
will weaken.’ 


Fun finding flowers 


One might say I have a soft spot for 
heirloom flowers. Learning about these 
antiques as a twenty-something when I 
started working at Old Sturbridge Vil- 
lage likely set the stage for what I dub a 
long-term love affair. Just today I placed 
orders for seeds of my favorites, among 
the many are a number of fox- 
glove and pink species. Read on 
to learn about the cream of the 
crop of cottage garden favorites. 

There has always been a 
secretive side to foxgloves, due 
in part to an unusual name and 
the potent medicine that is ob- 
tained from the plant. Legend 
has it that foxglove was derived 
from “‘folk’s glove’, folks refer- 
ring to the elves and fairies of 
country lore. Another legend 
tells that the fox needed magical gloves 
to steal a chicken or two. A less fanciful 
explanation traces glove to gleow in Old 
English; a gleow was an ancient musical 
instrument made of bells suspended from 
a curved frame. I think the description fits 
the look pretty accurately! The following 
species I grow with success; please use 
caution when planting around children 
due to poisonous properties. 

Native to Western Europe, the com- 
mon foxglove (Digitalis purpura) has had 
a place in North American gardens since 
its introduction during colonial times. 
Tall purple spikes grace rise from basal 
foliage and make a strong statement in 
the June garden in sun or part shade, fer- 
tile ground. Although biennial, this spe- 
cies will self-seed prolifically. Try ‘alba’ 
for a all white strain. 

There are other, more subtle species 
of foxglove worthy of a home in your 
garden. One of my top picks is the Rusty 
Foxglove (Digitalis ferruginea). Small 
flowers the color of liquid gold bloom up 
three to six-feet stems late in the summer. 
Although touted as being a biennial this 
species has happily returned for several 
years in my part shade, moisture retentive 
location. The yellow foxglove (D. gran- 
diflora) 1s a reliable perennial, shorter 
than most, only 24 to 30 inches tall and 
blooming a soft yellow in early June. 
This species also prefers part shade and 
adequate moisture. The Grecian foxglove 
(D. lanata), a true biennial, has grayish 
flowers, blooming in July up three-foot 
stems. The straw foxglove (D. lutea) be- 
gins relatively short in stature but after 
three or four years can get quite tall at 
four feet. Its creamy flowers are a mere %4 
inches and are quite unusual, but lovely, 
and return year after year. 

Now on to the pinks. Everyone 
knows what a florist carnation smells like, 
flowery with a hint of cloves. Imagine it, 
but reduce the scale of the flower size and 
loosen the head a bit and you will be on 
to Sweet William, (Dianthus barbatus). 


IN THE 
GARDEN 


Roberta McQuaid 
Columnist 





Prized by florists for its clustered, richly 
scented three-inch flower heads, seen in 
white, magenta, salmon and pretty bicol- 
ors. Technically a biennial, Sweet Wil- 
liam will occasionally return for a third 
or fourth year of bloom but will likely be 
spindly at best. 

Dianthus gratianopoli- 
tanus is a mouthful for a plant 
better known as Cheddar Pink. 
Settle for a few quarter-sized 
fragrant pink blooms in year 
one, but by mid-June of the sec- 
ond year of the plant, it will be 
at least a foot to 15 inches wide 
by eight inches tall with flowers 
<x) | too numerous to count. Each 
individual floret is composed 
of five flat petals that get a bit 
deeper in tone near the center 
and tatter somewhat at the edge. Curly 
stamens popping up in the middle add to 
the interest. 

Pheasant-Eye or Cottage Pink, (Di- 
anthus plumarius), is less behaved than it 
cousin. The silver foliage has a tendency 
bend and grow in funny, rambling angles, 
making it a great candidate for draping 
over the edge of a raised border or rock 
wall. The flowers are fragrant still, but 
less prolific than those of Cheddar Pink. 
Similar in appearance too, except that 
they have an even more pronounced, dark 
eye against white, light pink and deep 
pink petals- giving it the name Pheas- 
ant-Eye! 

The last pretty pink [ll mention 
today is Fringed or Superb Pink (Dian- 
thus superbus). It differs from Clove and 
Pheasant Eye in that its foliage is green 
and less spiky, more grass-like. And while 
the others top off under a foot, Fringed 
Pink grows two feet tall or taller. Light 
pink or purple flowers are deeply fringed, 
giving them a very delicate appearance 
that is best admired (and sniffed!) up 
close. 

Many of these Dianthus and Digital- 
IS species are available by seed through 
JL Hudson, Seedsman (www.jlhudson- 
seeds.net) and Richters (www.richters. 
com). Plants are easy to grow, best start- 
ed indoors in late February. Pinks prefer 
to sprout off-heat, but foxgloves benefit 
from heating cables. Light will aid in 
germination for both types; simply press 
the seed into the soil surface and do not 
cover. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from 
the Stockbridge School of Agriculture 
at the University of Massachusetts. For 
the last 28 years, she has held the posi- 
tion of staff horticulturalist at Old Stur- 
bridge Village. She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a question for 
her? Email it to ekennedy@turley.com 
with “Gardening Question” in the sub- 
Ject line. 





Letters to the Editor 


Trump needs to be held 
accountable 


I am aghast at my fellow Americans. About 39% 
of us believe everything Trump says regardless of how 
obvious the lie is. They don’t read newspapers or watch 
network TV. They only watch Trump favorable TV and 
they believe Trump when he says he won the election 
and by a landslide no less. 

Now Trump says something must be done because 
Americans are angry. These are the heavily-armed peo- 
ple that stormed the Capitol building today, did damage 
inside, caused injuries and four deaths. They are angry 
because of Trump’s lies. Trump could end all this chaos 
by simply telling his supporters the truth, that he lost 
the election fair and square. They won’t believe it from 
anyone else. 

Trump has lied and cheated his whole life and start- 
ed out his presidency with lies. He lied about the crowd 
size when there were photographs refuting his claims. 
He lied about being so wealthy and funding his own 
campaign when really he was heavily in debt and being 
funded by the 1% which he repaid with the 2017 tax 
cut. He lied horrendously about the virus when he knew 
and admitted in a taped interview with Bob Woodward 
that he knew how virulent it was. He lied to keep his 
profitable businesses open and also to protect the stock 
market (his donors). 

He said it would go away in April, it was under 
control and only 15 people had it and that number 
would soon be zero and more. The lies about the virus 
together his aversion to masks and his many rallies have 
resulted in 363,000 dead Americans. 

Still they believe only Trump. 

They have confused Trump with Jesus. What does 
this say about our educational system? Why can’t these 
people think critically? The fact checkers say he has 
told about 24,000 lies. Hitler had strong support among 
the Nazis. Duterte in the Philippines has strong support 
as well. What is it about these dictator types that they 
can hold people under their power? It’s well past time 
for Trump supporters to wake up and realize they have 
been duped by a master con man and a bully-in-chief. 

Trump can still do considerable damage in his last 
week in office and from the sidelines after that. He 
needs to be held accountable for inciting a riot, and re- 
moved from office immediately. If he is not prosecuted, 
he may be back for more chaos and destruction in 2024. 


Malita Brown 
Wilbraham 


NEWS & FEATURES 


As a paper of record, we attempt to cover all general 
news, personality profiles, and community features that 
we know about. This includes all selectmen and school 
committee meetings as well as spot planning board, board 
of health, finance, and other town meetings determined by 
the issue’s relevance to our readers. There are the annual 
major community event features that we should always 
cover, but we are more than open to suggestions of other 
features to celebrate the fabric of our communities and 
their many interesting occupants. Our loyal advertisers 
provide funding for this paid staff coverage. 

For more information on news or community features 
for The Journal Register, please email mharrison@turley. 
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GUEST COLUMN 


Agents and brokers crucial to successful special 


enrollment 


Wow. Powerful words from this young 
patriotic student. 

Next week, Joseph R. Biden Jr., who 
won a majority of the popular vote here in 
the Commonwealth, in the nation and in 
the Electoral College, will be inaugurated 
as our 46th president. No one expects all 
Americans to agree with his policies and 
positions. That would be absurd and, per- 
haps somewhat ironically, un-American. 
But he is the lawfully elected next President 
of the United States and, as Katherine so el- 
oquently reminds us, we don’t need to agree 
to stay united. 

This one fact, however, about the 2020 
election, 1s indisputable. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each 
advertiser is re- 
quested to check 
their advertise- 


ment the first time 
it appears. This 
paper will not be 
responsible 


for 
more than one 
corrected _inser- 
tion, nor will be li- 
able for any error 
in an advertise- 
ment to a greater 
extent than the 
cost of the space 
occupied by the 
item in the adver- 
tisement. 





brian Sicknick 
Capitol Police Officer 
1978-2021 


Died defendire fille 
Capitol win jas: 


By Eugene Starks they select a plan that provides the 
coverage they need at the most af- 

Last month, JHealthCare. fordable price. 
gov’s open enrollment period con- In 2020, many people 


cluded. But consumers may still 
be able to sign up for coverage. 
People who have lost employ- 
er-sponsored insurance, moved, 
or experienced other significant 
life changes may be eligible for a 
special enrollment period. 
Choosing the right health 
plan can be difficult in the best of 
times. The coronavirus pandemic 
has made shopping for health cov- 
erage even more challenging. 
Health insurance agents and 
brokers can ease the process of 
finding the right health plan. Con- 
sumers should consider consulting 
with an agent or broker to ensure 











shopped for coverage on the ex- 
changes for the first time. More 
than 20 million people lost their 
jobs -- and often, their employ- 
er-sponsored coverage -- early in 
the pandemic. 

Open enrollment was busier 
than expected, exceeding previ- 
ous years. In the first week, nearly 
820,000 Americans signed up for 
coverage -- over 170,000 of which 
were new consumers. The rate of 
new daily signups outpaced the 
previous year’s by almost 1I5 per- 
cent. 

Signups via special enroll- 
ment have skyrocketed because 


of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Between 
the end of open en- 
rollment in 2019 
and May 2020, the 
number of people 
who utilized a spe- 
cial enrollment peri- 
od because they lost 
their existing cov- 
erage increased 52 
percent, compared to 
the same period the 
previous year. 

A new report 
from the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services 
offers case studies of who some of 
those enrollees are. 

They’re people like Rahul, a 
31-year-old flight attendant who 
lost his employer-sponsored cov- 
erage when he lost his job because 
of the pandemic-fueled decline 
in air travel. He knows he needs 
basic coverage until he can find a 
new job with health insurance -- 
but may not know where to start. 

Or take Ava, the 26-year-old 
freelance writer who is no longer 
able to stay on her parent’s plan. 
Because she’s never bought her 
own insurance, she’s unsure what 
the difference is between a de- 
ductible and a premium. 

Rahul and Ava aren’t alone. 
According to an October 2020 
survey, 72 percent of Americans 
find purchasing or using health in- 
surance confusing. 

Agents and brokers are spe- 
cifically trained to help people 
make decisions about health in- 
surance. They’re licensed by the 
states in which they practice and 
required to undergo continuing 
education. 

They also work for their cli- 
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ents, not insurance 
companies. They 
advocate on behalf 
those clients when 
billing or claims 
disputes arise. 

Agents and bro- 
kers helped about 4 
million people sign 
up for exchange 
coverage that took 
effect last year -- 
about 50 percent of 
the total. 

Further, agents 
and brokers are 
more effective at getting people 
covered than federally funded 
navigators. According to the CMS 
report, the average agent or broker 
enrolled 48 percent more people 
than the average navigator. And 
agents and brokers did so at lower 
cost -- about 9 percent less. 

It’s no wonder nearly 84 
percent of marketplace enrollees 
who have used an agent or bro- 
ker found them helpful. Indeed, 
as the CMS report concludes, 
“Health insurance agents and bro- 
kers put a local, friendly face on 
the often-stressful process of buy- 
ing coverage, while also offering 
deep market and product expertise 
tough to find elsewhere.” 

The pandemic has made se- 
curing health insurance coverage 
more important than ever before. 
Agents and brokers can be crucial 
aides in that pursuit. 


Eugene Starks is a Jackson, 
Miss.-based insurance agent and 
President-Elect of the National 
Association of Health Underwrit- 
ers. 


Election letters 
to the editor 
welcome 


The Journal Register welcomes 
readers to participate in this year’s 
election campaigns by writing letters 
to the editor for publication on these 
pages. Letters of up to 250 words from 
local residents endorsing candidates 
on the ballot or discussing campaign 
issues should be sent to The Journal 
Register, care of Turley Publications, 
24 Water St. Palmer, MA 01069, 
faxed to 413-289-1977 or emailed 
to mharrison@turley.com. Please in- 
clude a daytime telephone number 
for verification purposes (it will not be 
printed). Letters must be received by 
noon Monday to be considered for that 
Thursday’s newspaper. No attack let- 
ters will be printed. No letters written 
by candidates supporting their own 
candidacy will be printed. If the vol- 
ume of letters received is larger than 
the space available in the newspaper, 
or if the letters become repetitive, the 
newspaper reserves the right to print 
a representative sample. No endorse- 
ment letters will be printed in the last 
edition before the election. 

For more information, call editor 
Michael Harrison at 413-283-8393. 

Campaign news 

As part of its election coverage, 
the newspaper plans to print stories 
about contested races for Congress, 
State Senate, state House, district at- 
torney and Governor’s Council during 
the weeks leading up to the election, 
as well as a question-and-answer 
voters guide. In order to ensure fair- 
ness to all candidates, no political 
press releases will be printed, nor 
will reporters cover political rallies or 
fundraisers. 

Candidates who wish to further 
publicize their candidacy, beliefs and 
events may contact advertising, 413- 
283-8393 about paid advertising in 
The Journal Register. 


Letters to 
the editor 
policy 


Letters to the editor 
should be 250 words or 
less in length, and guest 
columns between 500- 
800 words. No unsigned 
Or anonymous opinions 
will be published. We 
require that the person 
submitting the opinion 
also include his or her 
town of residence and 
home telephone number. 
We must confirm author- 
ship prior to publication. 
We reserve the right 

to edit or withhold any 
submissions deemed to 
be libelous, unsubstanti- 
ated allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation of 
character. 


Please send opinions to: 
The Journal Register 
Letter to the Editor 

24 Water St., 

Palmer MA 01069, 

or by e-mail to: 
mharrison@turley.com 


The submission deadline 
for consideration is 
Monday at noon. 
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Mass Wildlife highlights 
shortnose sturgeon 


The year 2020 marks the 30th 
anniversary of the Massachusetts 
Endangered Species Act (MESA). 
To celebrate, MassWildlife will 
be highlighting one rare species 
each month as a Species Spotlight. 
Through the implementation of 
MESA, MassWildlife’s Natural 
Heritage and Endangered Species 
Program conserves and protects the 
most vulnerable animals and plants 
of Massachusetts and the habitats 
upon which they depend. Stay up 
to date on how Mass Wildlife is cel- 
ebrating this important milestone 
by visiting mass.gov/30MESA 

Common name: 
Shortnose sturgeon 

Shortnose sturgeon (Acip- 
enser brevirostrum) are found in 
major rivers along the East Coast 
of North America from Florida to 
New Brunswick, Canada. In Mas- 
sachusetts, shortnose sturgeon are 
currently found in the Connecticut 
and Merrimack Rivers with histor- 
ical occurrences in many coastal 
rivers around Massachusetts. 

Although shortnose sturgeon 
are one of the largest fish species 
in Massachusetts inland waters, it 
is the smallest species of sturgeon 
in Massachusetts about 40 inches 
and one of smallest in the sturgeon 
family (Acipenseridae). 

Shortnose sturgeon vary in col- 
or from yellow-brown to black-ol- 
ive on the dorsal surface and have 
a white belly. They lack scales, but 
have five rows of bony plates called 
scutes. The four barbels (fleshy 
whisker-like projections) that hang 
from their snout help shortnose 
sturgeon find invertebrates in the 
sediment. 

Shortnose 
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Country Bank announces sponsorship 
with Worcester Red Sox 


WORCESTER — Country Bank, a full-service fi- 
nancial institution serving the region with assets of $1.8 
billion, announced that it entered into an elite-level cor- 
porate sponsorship arrangement as a Founding Partner 
of the Worcester Red Sox. 

Country Bank’s multi-tiered sponsorship includes 
an iconic sign in right field atop the stands known as ~FAge m ntryb war 
the “Worcester Wall” along with the Country Bank eee ak T/T 
Guests Services located on the first base concourse. oo 
The partnership between the WooSox and Country 
Bank also underscores their mutual commitment to the 
community through the WooSox Foundation and Coun- 
try Bank’s Charitable Giving Program by supporting 
local non-profits in the region through a combined char- 
itable giving campaign throughout the baseball season. 

In addition, both organizations will be working 
together to launch a Teacher of the Month Program 
that recognizes the outstanding work teachers do every 
day to educate and support students. “We have been 
impressed and inspired by Country Bank’s sense of 
community involvement,’ said WooSox President Dr. 
Charles A. Steinberg. “We see how helpful they are to 
various institutions and thousands of people in our re- 
gion, and we welcome them to Polar Park with open 
arms as we work together to enhance the quality of life 
in our community even more.” “In an era where spec- 
tator sports continue to be redefined by new norms of 
social distancing, sports sponsorships are taking on new 
forms. With that in mind, we couldn’t be more excited 
to be a part of the WooSox and the Worcester commu- 
nity. The addition of year-round entertainment includ- 
ing ball games, concerts and various family activities 
at Polar Park, is exciting for the people and business- 
es in the region. We all look forward to the day when 
we can come together again at the ballpark enjoying 
activities with our families and friends. We also look 
forward to seeing our businesses thrive once again af- 
ter being heavily impacted by the pandemic,” said Paul 
Scully, President and CEO of Country Bank. To kick 
off their partnership, last week a team from Country 
Bank and the WooSox Mascot, Smiley Ball, delivered 
500 Thanksgiving meals prepared by Old Sturbridge 
Village along with iconic apple pies from Worcester 


in large freshwa- 
ter rivers. They 
migrate from the 
mouths of rivers, 
traveling 10 to 
100 miles to reach 
suitable spawning 
upstream. During 
non-spawning peri- 
ods sturgeon often 
leave freshwater in 
pursuit of food re- 
sources in estuaries 
or along the coast 
and migrate be- 
tween large river systems. 

The migration of the shortnose 
sturgeon population in the Con- 
necticut River is restricted by hy- 
droelectric dams making this popu- 
lation one of the few that lives only 
in freshwater. 

Shortnose sturgeon are rela- 
tively long-lived fish species. They 
can live up to 60 years, and do not 
reach reproductive maturity until 
they are 10—12 years old. 

The major threats to this spe- 
cies are river habitat degradation 
and loss caused by dams, channel 
dredging, poor water quality, con- 
taminants, fisheries bycatch and 
incidental boating strikes. 

Hydroelectric dams can be 
harmful in a number of ways. 
Dams can alter water flow and sed- 
iment patterns impacting spawn- 
ing success, fragment populations 
by limiting fish movement, and 
cause mortality if fish swim too 
near intake pipes and pass through 
turbines. Efforts to restore stur- 
geon migration and_ reconnect 
subpopulations are underway in 
the Connecticut River through the 
construction of fishways to aid up- 
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Turley Publications Photo Courtesy of Micah Kieffer at USGS 
The shortnose sturgeon is an endangered species. 


stream and downstream movement. 

Due to its long life and late 
maturity, populations are likely 
slow to recover making shortnose 
sturgeon one of the most vulnera- 
ble freshwater fish species in Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Both shortnose sturgeon and 
Atlantic sturgeon are endangered 
species and sightings should be 
reported to MassWildlife’s Natural 
Heritage and Endangered Species 
Program (NHESP). 

It is illegal to possess short- 
nose sturgeon. If people acciden- 
tally catch a sturgeon while fishing, 
release it as gently and quickly as 
possible, even if they need to cut 
the line. Never take the fish out of 
the water. 

MassWildlife’s Natural Heri- 
tage and Endangered Species Pro- 
gram (NHESP) is responsible for 
the conservation and protection of 
over 400 rare animals and plants, 
including shortnose _ sturgeon. 
NHESP’s work is primarily fund- 
ed through grants and donations 
from supportive citizens. Donate 
to NHESP today at mass.gov/sup- 
port-nhesp. 





Turley Publications Courtesy Photo 
Shown in front of the Country Bank sign at the new 
Worcester ball park are, from left, Paul Scully, president 
and CEO of Country Bank and Dr. Charles Steinberg, 
WooSox president. 


based Table Talk Pies to the St. John’s Food Pantry for 
the Poor. “The alignment of our organizational values 
with the WooSox solidifies our commitment to service 
and teamwork as we continually strive for excellence in 
all we do,” shared Scully. 

Country Bank is a full-service mutual community 
bank serving central and western Massachusetts with 
14 offices in Ware, Palmer, West Brookfield, Brimfield, 
Belchertown, Wilbraham, Ludlow, Leicester, Paxton, 
Charlton, and Worcester. 
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the streaming meeting ensued. 

“T am all for opening,’ 
Clarke said, expressing empathy 
for parents, students and staff 
who say they are frustrated that 
remote classes are not working 
for many students. 

“There are many districts 
that are operating and having 
school despite the town being 
red,” Clarke said. 

“We do feel we can be safe. 
The schools are extremely safe 
and we want the kids back. We 
are very worried about our kids. 
If there was a 10 percent posi- 
tivity rate that would be differ- 
ent. It could be a very long time 
before we do get them back in 
person. We could be red for sev- 
eral weeks. We could be looking 
at the springtime before we get 
them back,” she said. 

“T’m hearing a desire to go 
back to school no matter what,’ 
Lord said, sounding exasperated. 

“We average about 3,100 
deaths per day from this virus,” 
he said. 

“We don’t really know a lot 
more about this virus but a lot 
more people have it and a lot 
more people are dying and lot 
more people have it in our com- 
munity. This committee took ad- 
mirable steps to ensure the safety 
of not only our staff but also our 
students and our adminstrative 
leadership team and I applaud 
our committee for that. My per- 
sonal feeling is [the sentiment] 
‘the hell with safety and let’s 
just get the kids back in school’ 
doesn’t sit right with me. That’s 
not what this committee has es- 
poused since the onset of this 
horrible virus. We’re not through 
this yet and just because we’re 
all really sick of this damn virus 
and want to get our kids back in 
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As a free service for our readers, we will print all births, 
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have a “people news” form available for you to submit these 
listings. This material is provided to us by our readers and lo- 
Cal institutions and we do not charge to print this content. 

For more information, or to submit people or milestone 
news for The Journal Register, please email mharrison@turley. 
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school does not mean we need to 
be shortdsighted or foolheardy.” 

Pearson, an educator herself, 
made a plea for reopening. 

“Being a fully remote teach- 
er all year, it is very concerning 
to see some of these students — or 
not see them,” she said. 

“They’re languishing some 
of them. Some are from dysfunc- 
tional homes. They’re not get- 
ting social or emotional support. 
They’re not socializing. This is 
very very difficult.” 

Committee member Col- 
leen Flynn said Monson schools 
are among the safest places stu- 
dents and staff can be and that 
while “more people are taking 
it seriously,” virus transmissions 
are most likely occurring among 
“COVID fatigued” families that 
have become weary of protocols 
that are nearly a year old. 

Even so, she said, most fam- 
ilies she’s aware of are sticking to 
the protocols. 

“It’s happening at birthday 
parties by parents who care who 
are in the homes,” Flynn said. 

“Our schools are full of com- 
mitted staff members who are do- 
ing a fantastic job. Mask wearing, 
social distancing — 
all those things we 
do that are all sup- 
ported by the sci- 
ence. The odds of 
children catching 
it at school where 
they are socialized, 
sanitized, does not 
compare to the risk 
of being with fami- 
ly who are COVID 
fatigued. Schools 
are not the hub. 
It’s an ever-evolv- 
ing situation, but 
have to understand 
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where the numbers are coming 
from. We have to understand the 
strategies we have in place are 
effective in keeping people safe.” 

Peterson made a plea on be- 
half of her colleagues. 

“This staff, they all want to 
come back,” she said. “They want 
to be with their kids, their peers, 
and colleagues,” she said. 

Director of Athletics Leah 
Zippin also had urgency in her 
voice as the time to get in even an 
abbreviated sports season is slip- 
ping away and that for seniors, 
it’s a last chance to be involved 
in organized school sports and for 
those with aspirations of compet- 
ing at the next level, a last chance 
to make an impression of college 
coaches. 

“The season is only going to 
be five weeks long,” she said. 

“We'll do what we have 
to do. If we have to shut a team 
down, we’ll shut it down. A doz- 
en and a half districts in full re- 
mote allowed sports this week. 
Several districts allow competi- 
tion even if they are in the red. 
We do recommend, because our 
gym is so small, not having any 
fans. As a parent, as a teacher as 


Questions? 
Comments? 
Story Ideas? 
Let us know 
how we're 
doing. 


Your opinion is something 
we always want to hear. 
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athletic direcor, I am so thrilled 
you guys at least listened to the 
members of this meeting and at 
least considered brings these kids 
back. Like Dr. Clarke said, they 
are all in need of going back to 
school. We’re taking every pre- 
caution. We’ll do the most we can 
to make it safe.” 

The mother of one athlete, a 
senior, was in tears pleading for 
her daughter to have a chance to 
compete. 

“T know the virus is not go- 
ing anywhere,” she said. 

“We can’t live in fear. I’ve 
been coughed on, sneezed on, 
spit on. It happens. She wants to 
be on that wall.” 

Another parent, Cassie 
Strong, who’s also a teacher, said 
“we are ready. We want to be be 
back. I know it’s serious. I get it. 
These kids are better than adults 
at wearing their masks and keep- 
ing their distance. I know my kids 
feel safe at school. I feel safe at 
school. It is so clean, so well tak- 
en care of. Everyone is amazing 
there. We need to be there — even 
six feet apart.” 
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The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 










We are celebrating our 


20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wonderful "friends, volunteers and patrons. 











Hours: 
Tues. 10am- 4pm + Wed. 10am - 4pm 
Thurs. 10am - 4pm ° Fri. 1Oam-4pm 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Adequate yearly 
progress (abbr.) 

4. Silicon Valley’s 
specialty 

8. Gather a harvest 

10. Famed 
mathematician 

11. No (slang) 

12. Students use 
one 

13. Type of 
molecule 

15. Play make- 
believe 

16. Large barrel- 
like containers 

17. Touching 

18. Treats allergies 

21. Calendar month CLUES DOWN 

22. single 1. Used in treating 

23. Cease to live bruises 


2. One who 
cultivates a 
small estate 

3. One who 
supports the 
Pope 

4. Annuity 

5. Geological period 

6. Grab onto tightly 

7. Kept 

9. Chinese city 

10. The most direct 
route 

12. Type of tooth 

14.___ kosh, near 
Lake Winnebago 

15. Popular veggie 

17. Supervises 
interstate 
commerce 

19. Foolish 
behaviors 


24. Brew 

25. What ghosts 
say 

26. Geological time 

2/7. Focus 

34. Discomfort 

35. A citizen of Iran 

36. Trip 

37. Imitate 

38. Makes happy 

39. Double-reed 
instrument 

40. Body parts 

41. Transgressions 

42. One-time 
emperor of 
Russia 

43. Time zone 
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20. Witness 

23. Gives 

24. Expression of 
creative skill 

25. A way to prop up 

26. Midway between 
northeast and 
east 

2/. Winter melon 

28. Supernatural 
power 

29. Target 

30. Threes 

31. A type of poetic 
verse 

32. They make 
some people cry 

33. Kindest 

34. Forman and 
Ventimiglia are 
two 

36. A way to liquefy 
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NEW BUSINESS 


New area toy store owners encourage 
a hands-on experience 





PLAYNOW! opened in the Big Y shopping center at 433 Center St. Suite 15 in Ludlow. 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


LUDLOW — Shopping online has 
its place, but when it comes to toys, it’s 
just more fun browsing in person. At 
least that’s the approach of the owners of 
PLAYNOW!, a new local toy store. 

PLAYNOW! recently opened at 433 
Center St. Suite 15, in the Big Y shop- 
ping center in Ludlow. 

Co-owner Ray Vigneault, who has a 
sister store in Westfield, 1s no strange to 
the retail toy scene. Vigneault, who runs 
the Ludlow store with his wife Noreen 
Vigneualt, spent 10 years with iconic 
kiddie retailer Toy R Us. That was before 
online shopping became an existential 
threat to brick ad mortar stores. 

“T really enjoyed the business and 
shopping atmosphere,” said Ray. 

“With all these other local stores 
and chains like Toys R Us closed, I saw 
there’s a huge need to bring [toy stores] 
back, because it’s really lacking.” 

He also said because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, families have 
been able to spend more time together, 
reinvigorating the toy market, which is 
big enough to support both store loca- 
tions, he said. 

Action figures, educational and sci- 
ence games, arts and crafts and more are 
available at PLAYNOW! 

“We’re trying to be a full functional 
toy store,” Ray said. 

“We get basically everything a toy 
store should have.” 

To get these items into their store, 
the Vigneaults work with many of the 
biggest brands in toy manufacturing, in- 
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cluding Hasbro, Lego, Klutz and more. 
European companies such as HABA also 
are suppliers for PLAYNOW! 

“We carry not just your normal toys 
from the United States, we imported toys 
as well,” said Ray. 

Considering Ludlow as one of the 
best communities around that receives 
tons of support and where the Vigneualts 
previously lived, Ray said he thought it 
would be the best place to open a sec- 
ond shop. He also said they have been 
thanked for coming into town and giving 
the residents a shopping experience that 
they have been missing. PLAYNOW! 
opened shop on Nov. 7. 

There’s plenty of toys for nostalgic 
grownups who haven’t lost touch with 
their inner child. 

“We carry a lot of retro toys also, so 
when the kids come in to see some toys, 
we also have a lot of the toys that their 
parents had when they were kids,” said 
Ray. 

“We’re trying to give that experi- 
ence to everybody that walks into the 
door — not just young children.” 

Noreen also expressed her joy and 
thoughts on co-owning their toy store 

“We love seeing our customer enjoy 
our choices,’ said Noreen. “That’s a big 
benefit [of owning the store], them liking 
the toys we’ve chosen and would want to 
play with.” 

Store hours are 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
from Monday to Thursday and 11 a.m. to 
6 p.m. on Sunday and can be reached at 
413-610-1459. They also have a website, 
playnowtoy.com. 
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PLAYNOW! Co- -owners Ray and Noreen Vigneault offer some of the best known 7 
brands, imported toys and retro toys that parents will love as well. 





Turley Publications staff photos by Jonah Snowden 
Whether it’s Baby Yoda, puzzles or board games, PLAYNOW! has a variety of toys 
intended to serve a variety of customers. 





HCC adds cannabis job training 
program to spring schedule 


HOLYOKE -— The Cannabis Edu- 
cation Center at Holyoke Community 
College has added a second cannabis 
core training program to its spring cal- 
endar of workforce training programs. 

The CEC will offer another round 
of its intensive, two-day Cannabis 
Core Training program on Sat., March 
20, and Sunday, March 21. 

Slots also remain open for Canna- 
bis Core Training the weekend of Sat., 

Jan. 23, and Sunday, Jan. 24. 

Each day will be broken down 
into two sessions, 9 a.m. to noon, and 
1 to 4 p.m. Each session will include 
presentations from cannabis industry 
experts followed by a question and 
answer period. 

Students who complete the core 
training are then eligible to regis- 
ter for spring 2021 classes in one of 
four cannabis industry career tracks: 
Cultivation Assistant (Feb. 6 — Feb. 
21); Extraction Technician (Feb. 
27-March 14); Culinary Assistant 
(April 3 — April 18); and Patient Ser- 
vices Associate (Jan. 30 — Feb. 14; 
and May I- May 16). 

Cultivation assistants provide the 
daily care of the crops from seed to 
harvest and may be involved in crack- 
ing seeds, soil mixing, potting, de- 
foliation, watering, pest control and 
trimming. 

Extraction technicians work in 
labs assisting production managers 
in all aspects of extraction, purging, 
oil manipulation, winterization, dis- 
tillation, solvent recovery and quality 

control. 

Pa- 
tient ser- 
vice as- 
sociates 
work be- 
hind the 
counters 
at can- 
nabis 
dispen- 


2° 


Saries, interacting with the public, 
answering technical questions, and 
providing information to registered 
cannabis patients, caregivers and rec- 
reational customers making purchases. 

Culinary assistants are responsible 
for preparing cannabis or cannabidi- 
ol-infused products using a variety of 
cooking, baking and infusion tech- 
niques. 

To register for the January or 
March Cannabis Core Training class, 
please go to hcc.edu/cec-core 

The cost of the two-day core train- 
ing session is $595. Each career track 
program is $799. 

The Cannabis Education Center is 
a partnership between HCC and Ele- 
vate Northeast and based out of HCC’s 
Kittredge Center for Business and 
Workforce Development. 

Elevate Northeast is a Massachu- 
setts-based, women-founded 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit, created to support the North- 
east U.S.’s growing cannabis industry 
through workforce training, education 
and advocacy. 

More information on these and 
other upcoming classes and programs 
can be found on the Cannabis Educa- 
tion Center’s website —cannabiseduca- 
tioncenter.org or by calling 413-552- 
2320.4## 

Holyoke Community College is 
the C\commonwealth’s oldest com- 
munity college, serving more than 
9,500 students annually in credit and 
noncredit programs and courses. The 
college holds transfer agreements with 
more than two dozen colleges and uni- 
versities. Recognized for its Honors 
Program, online learning curriculum, 
learning communities and service to 
students, HCC also offers business 
development opportunities through 
the Kittredge Center for Business and 
Workforce Development. For more in- 
formation about the college or courses 
go to www.hcc.edu. 
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Public speaker and author Kathy Picard with Ronald 
Mariano (D-Norfolk), the speaker of the Mass. House. 
The two have worked together to raise awareness of 


sexual abuse. 


Ludlowss award- 
winning author has 
ambitious plans for 21 


By Jonah Snowden 
jsnowden@ turley.com 


LUDLOW - Entering 2021, public speaker and 
author Kathy Pircard plans to continue her outreach 
efforts to raise awareness of sexual abuse and sur- 


rounding issues. 

Having 
experience in incor- 
porating her book in 
school systems, one 
of Picard’s plans is 
working closely with 
The Roman _ Diocese 
of Springfield, which 
educates over 2,500 
students in 12 ele- 
mentary schools, two 
high schools, and two 
Catholic colleges, ac- 
cording to the Diocese 
website. 

Picard plans to 
work with the Dio- 
cese’s Task Force Re- 
view Board of the Re- 
sponse to Sexual Abuse 
within the church. 
Picard also plans to 
work with Northeast- 
ern University to get 
her three-time award 
winning book, “Life 
with My Idiot Family: 
A True Story of Surviv- 
al, Courage and Justice 
over Childhood Sexual 
Abuse” into the univer- 
sity’s curriculum. 


gained 
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A True Story of Survival, Courage and 
Justice over Childhood Sexual Abuse 








Ludlow author Kathy Picard is 
following up her award-win- 
hing memoir “Life with My 
Idiot Family: A True Story of 
Survival, Courage and Jus- 
tice over Childhood Sexual 


Abuse” with a_ children’s 
book. She also is working to 
incorporate her memoir into 
curriculums to help raise 
awareness of sexual abuse. 


“There really should be more colleges [that pur- 
chase the book], Picard said. 
“You’ve got to be educated on sexual abuse, social 


workers and therapists.” 


Picard also is wrapping up a new children’s book, 
a collaborative effort between herself, editor Valarie 
Utton and illustrator Deb Nicholson. 

The as yet untitled book is geared toward children 
between the ages of 4 and 7 and broaches the subject 
of experiencing sexual abuse, but not knowing how to 


communicate their feelings. 


“The book is great and 


is definitely going to be coming out in 2021,” said 
Picard. “I love it to pieces.” 

Raising awareness of sexual or domestic abuse, 
according to Picard, is important because it gives chil- 
dren the chance to find the proper resources to heal 
and understand “what happened to them is not their 


fault.” 


“Whether it be a domestic case or sexual abuse, 
people are not speaking out because they feel they 
won't be believed,” said Picard. 

“They feel like they’re not going to get the help 


they need and deserve.” 


Anyone who wants to contact Picard to learn 
more about her advocacy, scheduling her as a speaker 
or to purchase her book can go to kathypicard.com or 
email kathychildadvocate @ gmail.com. 
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its business coverage polices, but we do have 
some standards folks need to understand. First, 
local businesses and merchants are just aS much 
institutions in our towns as the library and schools. 
Without them, there are no towns. 

We will feature coverage of local businesses 
that are new, have a major expansion, moving, 
closing, under new management or ownership, 
celebrating a milestone anniversary, or have 
been thrust into the news realm. Merchants can 
request that coverage through the editor, or for 
our existing advertising clients, through their ad 
representatives. 

For more information on business coverage 
for The Journal Register, please email dfarmer@ 
turley.com. 
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Public speaker and author Kathy Picard with Ronald 
Mariano (D-Norfolk), the speaker of the Mass. House. 
The two have worked together to raise awareness of 
sexual abuse. 
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HIGH SCHOOL 


Current restrictions could severely limit fans 
at winter sports 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION — Depending on a 
town’s individual situation, winter 
schedules have begun formulating 
in high school boys and girls bas- 
ketball, swimming, and boys and 
girls ice hockey. 

One thing various schools will 
be navigating very carefully or not 
at all is the ability to have fans in 
high school gymnasiums. 

Due to the space confines and 
the need to keep students in small- 
er groups, it is almost certain there 
will be no fans at swim meets, but 
there could be fans at some high 
school gymnasiums and possibly at 
ice hockey rinks. 

However, under the current re- 


HIGH SCHOOL 


Counting app ‘pitched’ 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION — While some sports 
are struggling to be able to just 
take place, there is hope that spring 
sports like softball, lacrosse, and 
baseball will be able to have some- 
what of a normal season. 

With that discussion, the 
Baseball Committee of the Mas- 
sachusetts Interscholastic Athlet- 
ic Association has begun further 
discussions about the uniform re- 
cord-keeping of pitching. 

A couple of years ago, the 
MIAA agreed to institute pitch 
counts in high school baseball. 

One of the most glaring chang- 
es high school coaches will have to 
deal with is a pitch count, which 
would require a pitcher to come 
out of a game once he reaches 115 
pitches, and then require at least 
four days of rest before that individ- 
ual can pitch again. There are other 
rest requirements for smaller num- 
bers of pitches. 

For South Hadley High School 
coach Matt Foley, he wonders how 
the pitch count rule is going to be 
enforced. 

“The MIAA is going to need 
a system of reporting,” said Foley. 
“But the two sides are going need 
to agree on pitch counts during the 
game.” 


ROAD RACE 


strictions by Gov. Charlie Baker, it 
may not be possible. 

During the fall season, the in- 
door gathering size got as large as 
50 people during the most advance 
phase of the governor’s re-opening 
plan. But with thousands and thou- 
sands of new cases each day coming 
off the Thanksgiving and Christmas 
holidays, Baker has shrunk the 
maximum gathering size indoors to 
just 10 people. 

While schools were exempt- 
ed or had orders modified, it is not 
clear, according to the Massachu- 
setts website, how it will apply to 
fans at high school games. Baker 
did say at a press conference last 
week that the 10 or less guideline 
did not apply to schools with data 
showing that school could take 


Teams will need to have indi- 
viduals be responsible for keep- 
ing accurate pitch count, and new 
South Hadley Athletic Director Eric 
Castonguay says there is supposed 
to be an online reporting system for 
pitch counts through the MIAA. 

“Pitch counts are supposed to 
go to Athletic Directors, who will 
place them online,’ Castonguay said 
not long after the rule was passed. 

At arecent Baseball Committee 
meeting, Change Up, a phone app, 
was presented to committee mem- 
bers and is an official “PitchSmart”’ 
USA _ Baseball-certified applica- 
tions. 

The app itself is very simple. It 
provides a comprehensive tracking 
of a player’s pitching activity across 
a season. 

One huge benefit is that is has 
automated reporting to a database 
for the National Federation of High 
Schools. The MIAA recently adopt- 
ed NFHS rules in nearly all sports, 
including baseball. While the app 
supposedly provides analytics in 
regards to safety, durability, and 
effectiveness of a given pitcher, 
it’s most important factor for high 
school teams is the ability to doc- 
ument pitch counts and provide 
access for all teams to access any 
team’s current pitch status. 

While it is very unlikely a high 
school coach will be concerned with 


place safely. 

During the fall season, only 
girls volleyball was held indoors. 
A few schools did allow just one 
or two fans per home team player 
to be in the gymnasium and social 
distancing and face coverings were 
required at all times while indoors. 

Outdoors, most schools _al- 
lowed home fans up to a certain 
number or issued two or three pass- 
es to players and only those with 
passes were allowed inside ven- 
ues. A few schools, citing a lack of 
ability to control the crowds, were 
forced to bar fans completely in or- 
der to allow games to be played. 

Holyoke was the first school to 
be forced to shut down sports due 
to COVID-related issues. Chicopee, 
Ludlow, and Wilbraham also expe- 


rienced similar shutdowns. 

Ice hockey is scheduled to be- 
gin as well, with arenas including 
Fitzpatrick, Olympia Ice Center, 
and Smead hosting a limited num- 
ber of games. There are only 40 
players allowed to participate in 
games, and it is unclear how many 
people the arenas will allow to at- 
tend games, especially with teams 
sharing home ice. 

Fans should check with their 
child’s individual schools in order 
to find out what rules will be in 
place for fans. 

Playing of games could take 
place around Jan. 21 and about 10 
to 12 contests are planned for bas- 
ketball and hockey. There will be 
no tournaments for winter season 
sports. 


to baseball committee 





Pitch counts will be instituted in the 2021 high school season, requiring mandatory rest for pitchers between ap- 


pearances. 


the analytics portion of an athlete’s 
pitching performances, it will help 
them determine which pitchers can 
be used and for how long in a given 
game. It will also allow for pitching 
planning to take place, especially 
for a team that may have three to 


four games in a given week. 

The pitch counting rule is sup- 
posed to in full effect in 2021 when- 
ever the season begins. The app 1s 
utilized in many states, including 
most of the Northeast. 

If the MIAA reaches a deal for 
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Granite series adds 
trip to New London 


WALPOLE, N.H. -- Granite 
State Pro Stock Series officials an- 
nounced on Saturday a trip to New 
London-Waterford Speedbowl has 
been set for Saturday, July 24. 
The race was originally listed as a 
TBA on the schedule, announced 
on Dec. 10, but has now been 
sealed up. 

The New _ London-Water- 
ford event is part of a 15-race an- 
nounced slate for the New Hamp- 
shire based touring series for the 
new calendar year. The .375-mile 
asphalt oval, located in Waterford, 
Connecticut, will mark the second 
stop in the nutmeg state, as the 
first will come in the season-open- 
er as part of the NAPA Spring Siz- 
Zler at Stafford Motor Speedway 
on April 24. 

The New London-Waterford 
race will help begin the second 
half of the season in the hunt to 
crown a champion. 


“Adding this date at Waterford 
truly gives our schedule a mix of 
everything for 2021,’ Mike Parks, 
president of the Granite State Pro 
Stock Series, said. ““Waterford has 
become one of the tracks that al- 
ways brings out the top Pro Stock 
talent. We’re looking forward to 
heading back to Connecticut.” 

In the midst of the COVID-19 
pandemic, GSPSS teams com- 
peted at New London-Waterford 
twice in 2020. Joey Pole was 
crowned the champion in October 
-- scoring a victory in the process 
-- while Seekonk Speedway regu- 
lar David Darling dominated the 
September event en route to Vic- 
tory Lane. 

For more information on the 
Granite State Pro Stock Series, 
visit the series on the web at gspss. 
net or follow on social media via 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 
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the app, it would address the con- 
cerns of Foley and many other high 
school coaches. 


There is still some criticism 


over how the rule could hamper 
smaller schools in Division 4, po- 
tentially crippling programs and 





Smaller schools like Monson could 
struggle with pitch-counting due to 
a smaller pool of players to choose 
from. 


crippling developmental programs 
like junior varsity as high school 
coaches could be forced to use extra 
pitchers from junior varsity teams to 
meet the pitch count requirements. 

American Legion teams in 
Western Massachusetts utilized 
pitch counts in the 2019. Pitch 
counts were agreed to by both 
teams during games and tracked via 
the Legion’s website. 


Road race cancelled for second straight year 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


HOLYOKE -— For the second 
consecutive year, the Holyoke St. 
Patrick’s Committee has cancelled 
two annual events that are both 
huge culture and economic boosting 
events for the city and the surround- 
ing area. 

Thanks to a continuing surge 
and the need for more time to ad- 
minister the vaccine for COVID-19, 
the St. Patrick’s Committee has 
voted to cancel both the Holyoke 
St. Patrick’s Road Race and the St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade. 

The road race and parade were 
cancelled last year as the pandem- 
ic first started last March and much 
of the state had to be essentially 
locked down. The two events were 
cancelled as large scale events were 
no longer safe to have. 

According to a press release 
from the committee, “since the 
cancellation of the 69" Annual 
Holyoke St. Patrick’s Parade last 
March, Officers of the Committee 
have had numerous conversations 
with city health and public safety 
officials. All were hopeful that the 
COVID-19 health pandemic would 
have subsided, and it would be safe 
to gather in large numbers again. 
Unfortunately, that is not the case. 





Although some have been able to 
obtain the COVID-19 vaccine, it is 
not yet widely distributed enough. 
The health and safety of first re- 
sponders, parade spectators and 
parade participants are our primary 
concern.” 

The committee then voted on 
Monday to suspend parade and race 


Sut manors 


Pattck’ Road Race.» Baugsesbnk 
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activities, thus cancelling the parade 
and race. 

“In observance of the public 
health circumstances, the Parade 
Committee voted at its Jan. 3 virtual 
meeting to “suspend all in-person 
Parade activities through the end 
of March 2021.’ As a result of this 
vote, the 2020-2021 Parade will be 
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File photos 
The Annual St. Patrick’s Road Race has been cancelled. It is also the second straight year the event will not happen. 


postponed until 2022.” 

Parade President Mare Joyce 
said the decision was very difficult, 
and parade organizers waited as 
long as possible before making the 
tough decision to cancel the parade. 

“This was not an easy decision 
to make’, said Marc Joyce, 2020- 
2021 Parade President. “We under- 





The 10K course has been a longtime 
tradition held the day before the pa- 
rade. 


stand that many will be saddened, 
but we need to do what is best for 
our community. We will march 
again, and we will have much to 
celebrate over homecoming week- 
end in 2022. 

“IT would like to sincerely 
thank the many people who have 
contacted us over the past year. The 
Committee is comprised of 200+ 
members who work all year-long to 
put on, what we believe, is the best 
St. Patrick’s Parade in the country. I 
would like to thank all of them for 


their efforts in helping to carry-out 
this celebrated tradition. The Com- 
mittee would also like to acknowl- 
edge the City of Holyoke and our 
many sponsors, without whose as- 
sistance and cooperation the Parade 
would not be possible year-after- 
year.” 

The Road Race was set to be 
in its 45" year last year when it was 
cancelled due to the beginning of 
the pandemic. The Road Race draws 
out huge crowds and has been an 
event that has drawn harriers from 
all over Western Massachusetts as 
well as all over the country and even 
some foreign countries. 

The event was cancelled last 
year just 11 days prior, though run- 
ners are getting plenty of notice. 

The last race was held in 2019 
and was won by Louis Serafini of 
Somerville. The female winner was 
Danielle Winslow, a local runner 
from South Hadley. 

A lot of runners use the Holy- 
oke race as preparation for the Bos- 
ton Marathon, which usually is held 
a month later on Patriots Day. That 
race has been postponed and it is 
not completely clear if and when 
that race will take place though of- 
ficials have been hopeful it could be 
done in the fall of this year. 
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LEGAL NOTICE 
MONSON 
CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION 

Under the require- 
ments of M.G.L. Chapt. 
131, s.40, the Monson 
Conservation Commission 
will hold a public meeting 
on Wednesday, January, 
20 2021 at 7:00PM 
REMOTELY. Under con- 
sideration is a Request 
for a Determination of 
Applicability to determine 
if the work associated with 
tree removal at the existing 
house located at 202 Silver 
Street, Map 4 Parcel 55B, 
is subject to the Wetlands 
Protection Act. Property 
owner and applicant is John 
Tarbell. 

Login: https://zoom.us/ 
j/93461517169?pwd=SU- 
JwR31IZbHAyZzdGTOZQe- 
FlwRX VTZz09 

Dial: 1.646.558.8656 

Meeting ID: 934 6151 
7169 

Password: 878803 

Monson Conservation 
Commission 
1/14/2021 


LEGAL NOTICE 
MORTGAGEBF’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE 

By virtue of and in execu- 
tion of the Power of Sale con- 
tained in a certain mortgage 
given by Mary Ellen Barker 
to CitiFinancial Services, 
Inc., dated July 25, 2005 
and recorded in Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds in 
Book 15204, Page 438 (the 
“Mortgage”) of which mort- 
gage Argolica LLC is the 
present holder by Assignment 
from CitiFinancial Services, 
Inc. to CitiFinancial, Inc. 
dated May 28, 2013 and 
recorded at said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 19857, Page 
150, and Assignment from 
CitiFinancial Servicing 
LLC, A Delaware Limited 
Liability Company, succes- 
sor by merger to CitiFinancial 
Services, Inc. to CitiFinancial 
Servicing LLC dated 
December 20, 2013 and 
recorded at said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 20143, Page 
473, and Assignment from 
CFNA Receivables (MD), 
Inc. f/k/a CitiFinancial, Inc. 
to CitiFinancial Servicing 
LLC dated May 11, 2016 and 
recorded at said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 21173, Page 
528, and Assignment from 
CitiFinancial Servicing LLC 
to Bayview Loan Servicing, 
LLC dated July 10, 2017 and 
recorded at said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 21768, Page 
442, and Assignment from 
Bayview Loan Servicing, 
LLC to Koitere Dispositions, 
LLC dated May 11, 2018 and 
recorded at said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 22226, Page 
207, and Assignment from 


Koitere Dispositions, LLC 
to Atlantica, LLC dated 
May 11, 2018 and recorded 
at said Registry of Deeds in 
Book 22226, Page 208, and 
Assignment from Atlantica, 
LLC to Anthium, LLC 
dated June 20, 2018 and 
recorded at said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 22226, Page 
209, and Assignment from 
Anthium, LLC to Alaska 
Louisiana Partners, A Limited 
Partnership dated February 
28, 2020 and recorded at 
said Registry of Deeds in 
Book 23109, Page 145, and 
Assignment from Alaska 
Louisiana Partners, A Limited 
Partnership to Argolica LLC 
dated May 20, 2020 and 
recorded at said Registry of 
Deeds in Book 23259, Page 
185, for breach of condi- 
tions of said mortgage and 
for the purpose of foreclos- 
ing the same, the mortgaged 
premises located at 85 Upper 
Palmer Road, Monson, 
MA 01057 will be sold at a 
Public Auction at 12:00 PM 
on January 25, 2021, at the 
mortgaged premises, more 
particularly described below, 
all and singular the premises 
described in said mortgage, 
to wit: 

A certain tract of land, 
with the buildings thereon, 
situate in Monson, Hampden 
County, Massachusetts, on 
the easterly side of Upper 
Palmer Road, formerly 
known as Margaret Street, 
Granite Street, and Quarry 
Road. Bounded and described 
as follows: 

Beginning at a point in the 
easterly side of said Upper 
Palmer Road, at the northwest 
corner of the tract to be con- 
veyed and at the southwest 
corner of land now or former- 
ly of John S. And Catherine 
A. Arooth; thence 

S. 71 degrees 43’ 05” E. 
Along land of said Arooth, 
one hundred forty-five (145) 
feet to a brook; thence 

Southerly along said 
brook two hundred fifty-five 
(255) feet to a point in line of 
land now or formerly of one 
stock; thence 

N. 71 decrees 43’ 05” W. 
Along last named land, to the 
easterly side of said Upper 
Palmer Road; thence 

Northerly along the 
easterly side of said Upper 
Palmer Road, two hundred 
fifty-five (255) feet to the 
place of beginning. 

Being the same proper- 
ty conveyed to Mary Ellen 
Barker by deed from Alan 
M. Barker, Mary Ellen 
Barker and Frances R. Barker 
recorded 04/04/1996 in 
Deed Book 9440 Page 270, 
in the Registry of Deeds 
Plan for Hampden County, 
Massachusetts. 

For mortgagor’s title 
see deed recorded with the 
Hampden County Registry 
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of Deeds in Book 9440, Page 
210), 

The premises will be sold 
subject to any and all unpaid 
taxes and other municipal 
assessments and liens, and 
subject to prior liens or other 
enforceable encumbrances of 
record entitled to precedence 
over this mortgage, and sub- 
ject to and with the benefit 
of all easements, restrictions, 
reservations and conditions of 
record and subject to all ten- 
ancies and/or rights of parties 
in possession. 

Terms of the Sale: 
Cashier’s or certified check 
in the sum of $5,000.00 as a 
deposit must be shown at the 
time and place of the sale in 
order to qualify as a bidder 
(the mortgage holder and its 
designee(s) are exempt from 
this requirement); high bidder 
to sign written Memorandum 
of Sale upon acceptance of 
bid; balance of purchase price 
payable by certified check 
in thirty (30) days from the 
date of the sale at the offic- 
es of mortgagee’s attorney, 
Korde & Associates, P.C., 
900 Chelmsford Street, Suite 
3102, Lowell, MA 01851 or 
such other time as may be 
designated by mortgagee. 
The description for the prem- 
ises contained in said mort- 
gage shall control in the event 
of a typographical error in 
this publication. 

Other terms to be 
announced at the sale. 

Argolica LLC 

Korde & Associates, P.C. 
900 Chelmsford Street 
Suite 3102 

Lowell, MA 01851 
(978) 256-1500 

Barker, Mary, 13-012933 
12/31/2020, 1/07, 1/14/2021 


NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEBP’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE 

Pre mis 6s: 183 
Palmer Road, Monson, 
Massachusetts 

By virtue and in exe- 
cution of the Power of 
Sale contained in a certain 
mortgage given by Evelyn 
F. Beyor and Wayne M. 
Beyor to Wells Fargo Bank, 
N.A. and now held by 
Nationstar Mortgage LLC 
d/b/a Champion Mortgage 
Company, said mort- 
gage dated December 21, 
2007, and recorded in the 
Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds in Book 17090, 
Page 30, as affected by an 
Assignment of Mortgage 
dated October 18, 2017, and 
recorded with said Deeds in 
Book 21907 at Page 231, of 
which mortgage the under- 
signed is the present holder, 
for breach of the conditions 
in said mortgage and for the 
purpose of foreclosing the 
same will be sold at Public 
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Auction on February 4, 
2021, at 1:00 PM Local 
Time upon the premises, all 
and singular the premises 
described in said mortgage, 
to wit: 

Certain real estate situ- 
ated in Monson, Hampden 
County. Massachusetts, on 
the east side of the State 
Highway leading to Palmer, 
bounded and described as 
follows: 

Beginning at a bound 
in the easterly side of said 
Highway and at the south- 
west corner of land now 
or formerly of Catherine 
Maloney, thence Easterly 
along last named land, 
about eleven hundred (1100) 
feet to an iron pipe in line 
of land now or former- 
ly of one Appleby; thence 
Southerly in a line parallel 
with the easterly line of said 
Highway, one hundred forty 
(140) feet to an iron pin; 
thence Westerly in a line 
parallel with the southerly 
line of said Maloney land, 
about eleven hundred (1100) 
feet to the easterly side of 
said Highway; and thence 
Northerly along the easterly 
side of said Highway, one 
hundred forty (140) feet to 
the place of beginning. 

Together with the right 
to use one-fourth (1/4) of 
the water in the spring sit- 
uated on adjacent land now 
or formerly of one Appleby 
southeasterly of the build- 
ings on said conveyed prem- 
ises, with right to maintain 
the pipe now running from 
said spring to said build- 
ings and the right to enter 
upon said Appleby land for 
the purpose of relaying and 
maintaining said pipe and 
repairing said spring. It is 
understood and agreed that 
in the event repairs should be 
necessary to said spring the 
grantees, or their successors 
or assigns, shall pay their 
proportionate cost of same. 

Excepting from this con- 
veyance those two parcels of 
land conveyed by Clarence 
A. Carrington et ux to Willie 
E. Robbins et ux by deed 
dated July 22, 1949, record- 
ed in Hampden County 
Registry of Deeds, Book 
2001, age 275, and by deed 
dated June 16, 1952, record- 
ed in said Registry of Deeds, 
Book 2181, Page 153. 

Subject to agreement 
concerning the erection 
and maintenance of fences, 
as set forth in deed Pearl 
A. Appleby to Gustave 
Knoetzsch, dated October 
29, 1926, recorded in said 
Registry of Deeds in Book 
1340, Page 15. 

Being the same premises 
conveyed to the mortgagors 
by deed of Robert N. Powell 
and Lorraine R. Powell 
dated December 29, 1961 
and recorded with Hampden 
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County Registry of Deeds in 
Book 2855, Page 205. 

The said Wayne M. 
Beyor and Evelyn F. 
Beyor hereby release to 
the mortgagee all rights of 
Homestead as set forth in 
instrument recorded in Book 
8017, Page 360. 

The description of the 
property contained in the 
mortgage shall control in 
the event of a typographical 
error in this publication. 

For Mortgagor’s Title see 
deed dated December 29, 
1961, and recorded in Book 
2855 at Page 206 with the 
Hampden County Registry 
of Deeds. 

TERMS OF SALE: 
Said premises will be sold 
and conveyed subject to all 
liens, encumbrances, unpaid 
taxes, tax titles, municipal 
liens and assessments, if 
any, which take precedence 
over the said mortgage above 
described. 

TEN THOUSAND 
($10,000.00) Dollars of the 
purchase price must be paid 
by a certified check, bank 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check 
at the time and place of the 
sale by the purchaser. The 
balance of the purchase price 
shall be paid by a certified 
check, bank treasurer’s or 
cashier’s check within forty 
five (45) days after the date 
of sale. 

Other terms to be 
announced at the sale. 

Marinosci Law Group, P.C. 
275 West Natick Road, Suite 
500 

Warwick, RI 02886 
Attorney for Nationstar 
Mortgage LLC d/b/a 
Champion Mortgage 
Company 

Present Holder of the 
Mortgage 

Telephone: (401) 234-9200 

MLG File No.: 20-03427 
01/14, 01/21, 01/28/2021 


NOTICE OF 
MORTGAGEBF’S SALE 
OF REAL ESTATE 

By virtue and in execution 
of the Power of Sale con- 
tained in a certain mortgage 
given by Gloria T. Kay to 
GSF Mortgage Corporation, 
dated July 6, 2006 and 
recorded in the Hampden 
County Registry of Deeds in 
Book 16041, Page | of which 
mortgage the undersigned is 
the present holder, by assign- 
ment from: 

Financial Freedom 
Senior Funding Corporation 
to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc, 
as nominee for Financial 
Freedom Acquisition LLC, 
recorded on January 27, 
2010, in Book No. 18166, at 
Page 106 

GSF Mortgage 
Corporation to Financial 
Freedom Senior Funding 


3 xX 6 ft. 


$69.95 


Corporation, recorded on 
March 6, 2018, in Book No. 
22084, at Page 338 

Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc, 
as mortgagee, as nomi- 
nee for Financial Freedom 
Acquisition LLC, its succes- 
sor or assigns to Bank of New 
York Mellon Trust Company, 
N.A. as Trustee for Mortgage 
Assets Management Series I 
Trust, recorded on October 
30, 2020, in Book No. 23506, 
at Page 34 

for breach of the condi- 
tions of said mortgage and 
for the purpose of foreclos- 
ing, the same will be sold at 
Public Auction at 3:00 PM 
on January 27, 2021, on the 
mortgaged premises located 
at 61 East Brimfield Road, 
Holland, Hampden County, 
Massachusetts, all and singu- 
lar the premises described in 
said mortgage, 

TO WIT: 

The land in said Holland 
situated on the westerly side 
of East Brimfield Road, 
bounded and described as 
follows: BEGINNING at the 
southeasterly corner thereof, 
at an iron pipe on the wester- 
ly side of said East Brimfield 
Road, distant 592 feet south- 
erly from a stone wall at land 
now or formerly of the heirs 
of Theodore E. Blodgett; 
thence WESTERLY: by land 
now or formerly of Lewis F. 
Blodgett, 122 feet to an iron 
pipe at a stone wall; thence 
NORTHERLY: along a stone 
wall by land of said Blodgett, 
about 307.4 feet to an iron 
pipe at land conveyed by the 
grantees to Edward E. Lewis 
et ux.; thence EASTERLY: 
by land of Lewis, about 
204 feet to an iron pipe on 
the westerly side of East 
Brimfield Road; and thence 
SOUTHERLY: 300 Feet, 
more or less, along the west- 
erly side of East Brimfield 
Road to the point of begin- 
ning. 

For mortgagor’s(s’) 
title see deed recorded with 
Hampden County Registry of 
Deeds in Book 2485, P 498, 
B 3252, Page 3, B 15349, P 
354. 

These premises will be 
sold and conveyed subject 
to and with the benefit of all 
rights, rights of way, restric- 
tions, easements, covenants, 
liens or claims in the nature 
of liens, improvements, pub- 
lic assessments, any and 
all unpaid taxes, tax titles, 
tax liens, water and sewer 
hens and any other munic- 
ipal assessments or liens or 
existing encumbrances of 
record which are in force 
and are applicable, having 
priority over said mortgage, 
whether or not reference to 
such restrictions, easements, 
improvements, liens or 
encumbrances is made in the 
deed. 


Other sizes 

available 
Please call 
for pricing. 


y MAR. & MRS. MICHAEL HUBBARD 


_AUGUST 28, 2020 





TERMS OF SALE: 

A deposit of Five 
Thousand ($5,000.00) 
Dollars by certified or bank 
check will be required to be 
paid by the purchaser at the 
time and place of sale. The 
balance is to be paid by 
certified or bank check at 
Harmon Law Offices, P.C., 
150 California St., Newton, 
Massachusetts 02458, 
or by mail to P.O. Box 
610389, Newton Highlands, 
Massachusetts 02461-0389, 
within thirty (30) days from 
the date of sale. Deed will 
be provided to purchaser for 
recording upon receipt in full 
of the purchase price. The 
description of the premises 
contained in said mortgage 
shall control in the event of 
an error in this publication. 

Other terms, if any, to 
be announced at the sale. 

BANK OF NEW 
YORK MELLON 
TRUST COMPANY, 
N.A. AS TRUSTEE FOR 
MORTGAGE ASSETS 
MANAGEMENT SERIES I 
TRUST 

Present holder of said 
mortgage 

By its Attorneys, 

HARMON LAW OFFICES, 
PC. 
150 California St. 
Newton, MA 02458 
(617)558-0500 
18792 

12/31/2020, 1/07, 1/14/2021 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Probate and Family Court 
Hampden Division 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-8600 
Docket No. HD20P2189EA 
Estate of: 

Sheila M. Madigan 
Also Known As: 
Sheila Mae Madigan 
Date of Death: 
10/25/2020 
INFORMAL PROBATE 
PUBLICATION NOTICE 

To all persons interested 
in the above captioned est- 
ate, by Petition of Petitioner 
Charles W. Smith of Palmer 
(Three Rivers), MA 

a Will has been admitted 
to informal probate. 

Charles W. Smith of 
Palmer (Three Rivers), MA 

has been informally 
appointed as the Personal 
Representative of the estate 
to serve without surety on 
the bond. 

The estate is being 
administered under informal 
procedure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Pro- 
bate Code without super- 
vision by the Court. Inven- 
tory and accounts are not 
required to be filed with the 
Court, but interested parties 
are entitled to notice regard- 
ing the administration from 
the Personal Representative 
and can petition the Court 


in any matter relating to the 
estate, including distribu- 
tion of assets and expenses 
of administration. Interested 
parties are entitled to petition 
the Court to institute formal 
proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restrict- 
ing the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, 
if any, can be obtained from 
the Petitioner. 

01/14/2021 


MONSON 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
INVITATION TO BID 
SCHOOL 
TRANSPORTATION 

The School Committee 
of the Town of Monson, 
Massachusetts will receive 
sealed bids for furnishing of 
school transportation services 
for the public schools located 
in the Town of Monson. 

INSTRUCTIONS TO 

BIDDERS 

Contract documents, 
including specifications dated 
January 19, 2021 covering 
the required services may be 
obtained at the Office of the 
Superintendent of Schools, 
43 Margaret Street, Monson, 
MA or by email request to 
Michelle Loglisci at loglis- 
cim@monsonschools.com on 
or after January 19, 2021 at 
10:00 a.m. 

Each bid MUST be 
submitted on the bid form 
furnished in the specifi- 
cations and addressed to 
the Awarding Authority: 
Monson Public Schools, 43 
Margaret Street, P.O. Box 
159, Monson, MA 01057- 
0159. Bids must be received 
not later than 10:00 a.m., 
Eastern Standard Time, 
February 2, 2021 at which 
time and place all bids will 
be publicly opened and read 
aloud. The Town of Monson 
assumes no liability for bids 
mistakenly opened due to 
improperly labeled envelopes 
and will return same to bid- 
ders without notice. 

1/14/2021 


Wales 
Conservation Commission 
Notice of Public Hearing 

In accordance with the 
Massachusetts Wetland 
Protection Act (ch. 131, 
s. 40) a Public Hearing 
will be held by the Wales 
Conservation Commission 
for a Notice of Intent filed 
by Sunpin Energy Services 
for Cindy Boucher for the 
construction of a solar 
energy facility at 40 Sizer 
Drive, Wales MA. This will 
be a virtual public hear- 
ing on Thursday January 
21, 2021 at 6:00 pm. 
Please contact the Wales 
Conservation Commission 
for electronic access: 

conservation@townofwales. 
net 413-245-7571 x114 
01/14/2021 


$49M in Mass 


grants available for 
small businesses 


Nearly $49 million in grants to small businesses 
will be awarded through the COVID-19 Small Busi- 
ness Grant Program administered by the Massachusetts 
Growth Capital Corporation. 

In October, the $50.8 million grant program was 
announced as a key component of Partnerships for Re- 
covery, the administration’s plan to get people back to 
work, support small businesses, foster innovation, re- 
vitalize downtowns, and ensure housing stability, Gov. 
Charlie Baker’s office said. 

Of the businesses being notified of their successful 
applications, each meets the preferred criteria of be- 
ing owned by women, minorities, veterans, individu- 
als with disabilities, or that identify as LGBTQ. Every 
completed application received from a qualified mi- 
nority-owned business that has not been able to receive 
prior aid from federal, state or local programs estab- 
lished to support businesses during the pandemic will 
be receiving relief. 

In the coming weeks, the governor’s office will be 
announcing grants to support cultural facilities such as 
museums, new funding to support internet connectivi- 
ty, and local rapid recovery planning support for com- 
munities. 

For more, go to empoweringsmallbusiness.org. 


Support the local 
businesses that support 
your local newspaper. 


Let them know you saw 
their ad in the 


Journal Register 





Gail A. Dziergowski, 74 
Died: Jan. 7, 2021 
services are private 


Georg Klein, 85 
Died: Jan. 3, 2021 
services are private 


DEATH NOTICES 


John F. Lagacy, 92 
Died: Jan. 3, 2021 


Melvin R. Mayo, 100 
Died: Jan. 8, 2021 
services are private 


January 14, 2021 


Charles S. Puliafico, 78 
Died: Dec. 31, 2020 


Doris Theodore (Barry), 91 
Died: Dec. 25, 2020 
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Gail A. Dziergowski, 1946-2021 


WALES -— Gail A. Dziergowski, 74, 


passed away Jan. 7, 2021. 


Gail was born in Holyoke on June 
25, 1946 to the late Emery and Mary 
Bourbannais. She was a graduate of 
Greenfield High School and has been a 
resident of Wales for many years. Gail 
worked at Thermotech for before be- 
coming a building aid in the Monson 


School Department. 


members. 


She enjoyed gardening, computer 


BRIMFIELD — _ Georg 
Klein, 85, passed away Sunday, 
Jan. 3, 2021. 

Georg was born in Neurn- 
berg, Germany, where he was 
raised by his parents Michael 
and Kunigunde (Negal) Klein. 
He was educated in Germany 
before moving to the United 
States and became a United 
States Citizen in 1957. George 
served in the U.S. Army and 
was honorably discharged in 
1963. He lived in New York for 
many years before moving to 
Brimfield and was the director 
of manufacturing at Rathbone 
Precision Metals, Inc. in Palmer 
before retiring in 2005. 

Georg was a member of the 
Day Spring Lodge of Masons in 
Monson. George enjoyed cook- 


Georg Klein, 85 





res 


ing, gardening and taking care 
of his home. He enjoyed world 
travel and spending the winter 
months in Myrtle Beach, S.C. 
He was an avid golfer and could 
often be found playing golf at 
Mill Valley, Chicopee Coun- 
try Club and Quaboag Country 
Club. Georg will truly be missed 
by his family and friends. 
George leaves his wife, 


games and intricate coloring books. Gail 
leaves her husband Joseph F. Dziergows- 
ki; two sisters, Linda of Southwick and 
Barbara of Three Rivers; as well as many 
nieces, nephews and extended family 


All services are private and have 
been entrusted to Lombard Funeral 
Home of Monson. For online condolenc- 
es visit lombardfuneralhome.com. 











Catherine E. (Woffenden) 
Klein; his daughters, Mon- 
ica Schuchardt and Patricia 
Deckert, both of Long Island, 
New York; a niece, Sheila 
Owens of Idaho; stepchildren 
Andrew Duda III of Waltham 
and Jennifer Boone of Stur- 
bridge, and many grandchil- 
dren, great grandchildren and 
family in Germany. 
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Melvin R. Mayo, 100 


WARE — Melvin R. Mayo, 
100, of Ware, died on Friday, 
Jan. 8, 2021, at Quaboag Reha- 
bilitation and Skilled Care Cen- 
ter due to complications from 
coronavirus. 

He was born in Fairfield, 
Maine, son of the late Oscar and 
Jenny (Chayer) Mayo. He and 
his wife Vietta lived in Ware for 
65 years, and they enjoyed win- 
tering in Florida for 25 years to- 
gether. 

Melvin worked as a ma- 
chinist at Warren Pumps and the 
General Electric Manufacturing 
Co. in Fitchburg for 30 years, 
retiring in 1982. Both Mel and 
Vietta enjoyed playing the pia- 
no. He played for over 75 years 
and liked all kinds of music. He 
loved reading and going to the 
Ware Library, where he would 


take out five books a 
week. 

He was a long- 
time member of All 
Saints Church in Ware 
and especially enjoyed 
his time spent with his 
friends at the McDon- 
ald’s Coffee Club and 
the Ware Senior Cen- 
ter, 


He leaves three daughters, 
Joanne M. Bechard and her hus- 
band Arthur of Palmer; Ginny 
Mayo and her spouse Pat Gin- 
gras of Worcester; and Rosalie 
M. Doane of Springfield; one 
son, Stephen Mayo of Worces- 
ter; six grandchildren, Michael 
Bechard; Kevin Bechard and his 
wife, Sandy; Joanne Guercia and 
her husband Paul; Todd Messier; 
Tim Messier; and Louis Mayo 








and his wife Megan; 
nine great-grand- 
children, and _ five 
great-great-grand- 
children. He was 
predeceased by his 
wife of 65 years, Vi- 
etta (Poulin) Mayo in 
2006; two sons, Mel- 
vin “Mike” Mayo Jr. 
and Raymond Mayo; 


as well as two grandsons and 
three brothers. 

Services for Melvin will be 
held privately. In lieu of flow- 
ers, memorial donations may 
be made to the Town of Ware, 
for the Ware Senior Center, and 
mailed to: 1 Robbins Rd., Ware, 
MA 01082. 

An online guest book is 
available at charbonneaufh.com 





In lieu of flowers, please 
consider a memorial contribu- 
tions in Georg’s name to Day 
Spring Lodge of Mason’s PO 
Box 486 Monson, MA 01057. 

Funeral services are private 
and have been entrusted to Lom- 
bard Funeral Home of Monson. 
For online condolences visit 
lombardfuneralhome.com. 





John FE: Lagacy, 92 


MONSON — John F. 
Lagacy, 92, passed away Sun- 
day, Jan. 3, 2021 at Chestnut 
Hill in East Longmeadow. 

John was born in Hart- 
ford, Conn., to the late John 
G. and Caroline E. (Dezalia), 
Lagacy. He made his home 
and raised a family in Mon- 
son since 1962. John, known 
to family and friends as Jack, 
retired from Consolidated Rail 
Corporation (Conrail) as a rail- 
road electrician after 45 years in 
1990. He was a communicant of 
St. Patrick Church in Monson. 

Jack was a simple man en- 
joying simple pleasures. He 
loved hunting, particularly deer 
hunting, in Western Mass. and 
throughout New England. He 
was a longtime Boston Bruins 
fan and was lucky enough to ex- 
perience their most recent Stan- 
ley cup runs with his family. 

He was a huge fan of the 
Great American Songbook era 
of music and Frank Sinatra was 
his favorite. He was also a huge 
movie buff; action films in par- 
ticular, and he never met a west- 





ern he didn’t like. He enjoyed 


classic cars spending many 
years working on his own vin- 
tage Cadillac, and also spent ear- 
lier years on model railroading. 

Most of all Jack loved 
spending time with his family 
and puttering around the house 
on various car and home im- 
provement projects. 

Jack leaves his _ loving 
wife of 58 years, Adine Althea 
(Chamberlin) Lagacy, and their 
four children; Maria Bandy, 
and her partner Kevin Martin of 
Claremont, N.H.; James Lagacy 
and his wife Heather Mach of 
Ware; Lisa Kowal and her hus- 
band Andy of Southampton; and 
John Lagacy and his wife Re- 
nee of Tehachapi, Calif.; eight 


grandchildren, Terry, Brian, 
Eli, Shannon, Dina, Jillian, 
Nicholas and Brandon; broth- 
ers Edward Lagacy and his 
wife Sue of Monson; Richard 
Lagacy of Palmer; and Donald 
Lagacy and his wife Terry of 
W. Springfield; sisters Shirley 
Demusis and her husband Da- 
vid of Springfield and Doris 
Vancini and her husband Bob 
of Ludlow, and many nieces and 
nephews. 

Jack was predeceased by his 
brothers Robert and Raymond 
Lagacy, and his sister Carolyn 
Lagacy. 

Funeral services were held 
Jan. 11, 2021, in Lombard Fu- 
neral Home followed by burial 
at Hillcrest Cemetery in Mon- 
son. 

In lieu of flowers, please 
consider a memorial donation 
in John’s name to St. Patrick’s 
Restoration Fund PO Box 473 
Monson, Ma O1057 or to the 
Springfield Rescue Mission 10 
Mill St. Springfield, MA 01108. 
For online condolences visit 
lombardfuneralhome.com. 


Charles Puliafico, 1942-2020 


MONSON — Charles S. 
Puliafico, 78, passed away Dec. 
31, 2020, from injuries of a mo- 
tor vehicle accident in Florida. 

Charlie was born Dec. 26, 
1942, in Ware to the late Sal- 
vatore and Dorothy (Weighill) 
Puliafico. He was a graduate 
of Barre High School and a 
self-employed hydraulic ma- 
chine technician. He was a res- 
ident of Monson for many years 
before moving to Palmer just 
a few months ago. Charlie was 
a communicant of St. Patrick 
Church in Monson. 

In his early life, Charlie 
enjoyed hot air ballooning and 
camping. He loved traveling and 
shopping with his late wife Jud- 
ie, as Well as spending time with 
their grandchildren. Charlie was 
an avid woodworker and crafted 


many birdhouses. He 
was a huge NASCAR 
fan and could be found 
at the racetrack most 
Friday nights. 

In 2019, Char- 
lie was predeceased 
by his wife Judith L. 
Puliafico, for whom 
he lovingly cared for 
while she was ill. He 
leaves his sons, Rob- 
ert Puliafico and his wife Debra 
of Palmer and David Puliafico 
and his partner Jennifer Isley of 
Orange Park, Fla.; a daughter, 
Charlene Peterson and her hus- 
band James of Monson; grand- 
children, Rosalee Scannell and 
her husband Spencer, James Pe- 
terson, David Puliafico Jr., and 
Leela Puliafico; brothers, Rob- 
ert Puliafico of Rutland, Paul 





Puliafico and his wife 
Melissa of Brook- 
field; a sister, Cynthia 
Clarkson and her hus- 
band Mark of South 
Barre; many nieces 
and nephews; and his 
beloved dog, Sophia. 
Charlie also was pre- 
deceased by his sister, 
Laurie Puliafico. 
Arrangements 
have been entrusted to Lombard 
Funeral Home of Monson. Ser- 
vices will be held in the Spring. 


In lieu of flowers, please 


consider a memorial donation in 
Charles’s name to Monson Fire 
and Emergency Services. For 
online condolences, please visit 
lombardfuneralhome.com. 





Doris (Barry) Theodore, 91 
= 


PALMER — Doris (Barry) 
Theodore, 91, of Central Street, 
passed away peacefully at Bay- 
state Wing Memorial Hospital in 
Palmer on Christmas Day. 

Born in Monson on Feb. 2, 
1929, she was the second daugh- 
ter of the late John and Albina 
(Novotny) Barry. Doris lived in 
Palmer for over 71 years after 
marrying her late husband Gus 
Theodore in 1949, whom she 
loved and supported fearlessly as 
a World War II veteran, the Fire 
Chief of Palmer for 34 years, and 
owner of Walnut Street Cafe in 
Palmer — which she continued 
even after Gus’ passing in 2006. 

Doris’ incredible legacy will 
be deeply admired and missed 
by her daughter April Theodore 


and her partner, Mike 
Stafford of Nashville, 
Tenn.; her son Bar- 
ry Theodore and his 
wife Tracey of Palmer; 
three grandchildren, 
Kristie, Barry Gus, 
and Heather; as well 
as two great grandchil- 
dren, Brooklyn and 
Lucas. 

Among countless others, 
Doris’ memory will also be 
treasured by her “baby” broth- 
er, Donald Barry, nieces Darcey 
and Rebecca, nephew Mark, and 
grandniece Helaynah. Besides 
her parents and husband, Doris 
was predeceased by her darling 
daughter Amber in 1973, her 
sister Rosalie, and her brother 


The Journal Register 





Richard (Dick). 

To honor the 
wishes of Doris, her 
life will be celebrated 
privately by her clos- 
est loved ones, and 
will be placed to rest 
next to her husband in 
Oak Knoll Cemetery. 
In lieu of flowers and 
those wishing to honor 


Doris’ unyielding compassion to 
helping those in need, donations 
can be made to Palmer Food 
Share, 39 Walnut Street, Palmer 
or St. Jude’s Research Hospital. 


For more information or to 


leave a memory, visit beersand- 
Sstory.com. 


OBITUARY POLICY 





Turley Publications offers two types of obituaries. 
One is a free, brief Death Notice listing the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 


date and place. 


The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, which allows families to publish extended 
death notice information of their own choice and may include a photograph. Death Notices 


& Paid Obituaries should be submitted through a funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 
Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 





Smola supports expanded telehealth options and rate parity for residents 


BOSTON -— State Rep. Todd 
M. Smola (R-Warren, Ranking 
Member, Committee on Ways & 
Means) recently supported compre- 
hensive health care legislation that 
will allow Massachusetts residents 
to access telehealth services at rates 
comparable to in-person doctor vis- 
its. 

Senate Bill 2984, An Act pro- 
moting a resilient health care system 
that puts patients first, was enacted 
by the House of Representatives on 
a vote of 157-0 on Dec. 23, and by 
the Senate on a voice vote. The bill, 
which represents a compromise ne- 
gotiated by a six-member House 
and Senate conference committee 
appointed in July, is now before 
Gov. Charlie Baker, who has 10 
days to review the bill and act on it. 

Smola said that in addition to 
establishing rate parity for telehealth 
services, Senate Bill 2984 provides 
consumers with protections against 
out-of-network “surprise” medical 


billing. It also expands the scope of 
practice for optometrists and cer- 
tain nursing professionals, while 
enhancing coverage for COVID-19 
testing and services, reimburse- 
ments for cancer clinical trials, 
and treatment coverage for certain 
childhood diseases. 

Under Senate Bill 2984, public 
and private insurers will be required 
to provide reimbursements on a per- 
manent basis for behavioral health 
services delivered via telehealth at 
the same rate as behavioral health 
services provided in-person. The 
bill also mandates that telehealth 
services for primary care and chron- 
ic disease care be reimbursed at the 
same rate as in-person visits for the 
next two years, and keeps telehealth 
rates for other services in place 
until 90 days after the governor’s 
declared March 10, 2020 State of 
Emergency is lifted. 

To protect patients from un- 
expected and costly medical bills, 


Senate Bill 2984 requires health 
care providers to notify patients 
of their network status before a 
non-emergency procedure takes 
place so patients can make more 
informed health care decisions. 
Health insurance carriers will also 
be required to provide a toll-free 
number patients can use to obtain 
information on an individual pro- 
vider’s network status. 

Smola saidd Senate Bill 2984 
will allow nurse practitioners, nurse 
anesthetists and psychiatric nurse 
mental health clinical specialists to 
practice independently by treating 
patients and prescribing medica- 
tions if they have practiced under a 
doctor’s supervision for at least two 
years, bringing Massachusetts poli- 
cies in line with other New England 
states. The bill also allows optom- 
etrists to treat glaucoma, which is 
currently the practice in every other 
state in the country except Massa- 
chusetts. 


As the state continues to deal 
with the global coronavirus pan- 
demic, Senate Bill 2984 will require 
the Group Insurance Commission, 
MassHealth and commercial car- 
riers to cover all COVID-19-relat- 
ed emergency, inpatient services 
and cognitive rehabilitation — ser- 
vices, both in-network and out- 
of-network, without imposing any 
cost-sharing requirements. This 
coverage will also extend to med- 
ically necessary outpatient testing 
for asymptomatic individuals, in- 
cluding those working in certain 
high-risk jobs. 

Smola said the bill contains 
additional provisions that 
allow for cancer pa- 
tients participating in 
a cancer clinical trial 
to be reimbursed for 
reasonable travel and 
accommodation _—_ex- 
penses associated with 
the clinical trial. The 


Paluch 


haluchsmemorials.com 


bill also requires commercial health 
insurers, hospital service corpora- 
tions, medical service corporations 
and HMOs to cover treatment for 
Pediatric Autoimmune Neuropsy- 
chiatric Disorders Associated with 
Streptococcal Infections and Pedi- 
atric Acute-onset Neuropsychiatric 
Syndrome beginning in 2022, and 
establishes a PANDA/PANS Advi- 
sory Council to advise the Depart- 
ment of Public Health on research, 
diagnosis, treatment and education 
relating to the disorder and syn- 
drome. 

The bill also establishes a Rare 
Disease Advisory Council to ad- 


MEMORIALS 


vise the governor, the Legislature 
and DPH on the incidence of rare 
disease in Massachusetts. The bill 
defines a rare disease as one that 
“affects fewer than 200,000 people 
in the United States, has status as an 
orphan disease for research purpos- 
es or 1s known to be substantially 
under diagnosed and unrecognized 
as a result of lack of adequate diag- 
nostic and research information.” 

For additional information 
please contact Representative Smo- 
la at Todd.Smola@mahouse.gov or 
617-722-2100. 
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Police/Fire 





PALMER 
POLICE DEPT. 


The Palmer Police 
Department responded to 
six arrests or summons 
for arrests from Jan. 4 to 
Jan. 21. Those arrested 
will appear at the Palmer 
District Court and are in- 
nocent until proven guilty. 


Wednesday, Jan. 6 


Tara Steil, 44, of 63 
Parker St., Indian Or- 
chard, was arrested at 9:09 
p.m. around Wilbraham 
Street and Calkins Road 
in Palmer, on charges of 
operating under the in- 
fluence of liquor (second 
offense); negligent oper- 
ation of a motor vehicle 
and lights violation of a 
motor vehicle. 





PALMER 


The Palmer Fire Department 
responded to six calls from Jan. I 
through Jan. 11. 


On Tuesday, Jan. 5, at 7:30 p.m., 
the department conducted an odor in- 
vestigation French Drive. The depart- 
ment returned to service at 8:08 p.m. 


On Wednesday, Jan. 6, at 10:49 
a.m., the department responded to a 
call for public service on Hill Street. 


The department returned to service at 
10:55 a.m. 


On Wednesday, Jan. 6, at 8:22 
p.m., the department responded to a 
call for medical assistance on Church 
Street. The department returned to 
service at 8:56 p.m. 


On Monday, Jan. 11, at 11:26 
a.m., the department responded to a 
motor vehicle accident with no inju- 
ry on the Mass Pike. The department 
returned to service at 12:10 a.m. 


January 14, 2021 


On Monday, Jan. 11, at 2:35 
p.m., the department responded to a 
smoke detector activation on Michael 
Drive. The department returned to 
service at 3:06 p.m. 


On Monday, Jan. 11, at 4:45 
p.m., the department responded to a 
motor vehicle accident with an injury 
on Ware Street. The department re- 
turned to service at 6:09 p.m. 


THREE RIVERS 


The Three Rivers Fire Depart- 
ment responded to five calls from 
Jan. 5 through Jan. 11. 


On Tuesday, Jan. 5, at 1:36 
p.m., the department responded to 
an alarm activation on Main Street. 


The department returned to service at 
1:40 p.m. 


On Friday, Jan. 8, at 4:33 p.m., 
the department responded to an un- 
authorized outside fire on Belcher- 
town Street. The department returned 
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to service at 4:45 p.m. 


On Monday, Jan. 11, at 9:19 
a.m., the department responded on 
an EMS incident on Calkins Road. 
The department returned to service at 
9:48 a.m. 


On Monday, Jan. 11, at 5:30 
p.m., the department responded to a 
gas leak on Main Street. The depart- 
ment returned to service at 7:57 p.m. 


On Monday, Jan. 11, at 7:30 
p.m., the department responded to a 
report of smoke in the area on North 
Street. The department returned to 
service at 7:41 p.m. 


BONDSVILLE 


The Bondsville Fire Department 
responded to three calls from Jan. 5 
through Jan. 11. 


On Thursday, Jan. 7, at 3:17 
a.m., the department responded to 
an alarm activation on Third Street. 
The department returned to service at 


4:05 a.m. 


On Thursday, Jan. 7, at 4:26 
p.m., the department responded to 
an alarm activation on First Street. 


The department returned to service at 
4:40 p.m. 


On Sunday, Jan. 10, at 1:29 
a.m., the department responded to 
an alarm activation on Palmer Street. 


The department returned to service at 
1:43 a.m. 


MONSON 


The Monson Fire Department 
responded to 19 EMS calls and six 
fire calls from Jan. 4 through Jan. 10. 


On Monday, Jan. 4, at 11:28 
a.m., the department responded to a 
call for public assistance on Brim- 
field Road. The department returned 
to service at 11:48 a.m. 


On Monday, Jan. 4, at 11:45 
a.m., the department responded to a 


carbon monoxide alarm activation 
on Circle Drive. The department re- 
turned to service at 2:02 p.m. 


On Monday, Jan. 4, at 1:10 p.m., 
the department responded to a fire 
alarm activation on Main Street. The 


department returned to service at 
2:02 p.m. 


On Monday, Jan. 4, at 9:20 p.m., 
the department responded to a fire 
alarm activation on Bradway Road. 


The department returned to service at 
10:01 p.m. 


On Wednesday, Jan. 6, at 10:58 
p.m., the department conducted a fire 
investigation on Wilbraham Road. 
The department returned to service at 
11:27 p.m. 


On Sunday, Jan. 10, at 9:56 
a.m., the department responded to a 
call for public assistance on Palmer 
Road. The department returned to 
service at 10:26 a.m. 





Smola supports bill to address sexual violence 
and misconduct on college campuses 


BOSTON - State Rep. Todd M. 
Smola (R-Warren, Ranking Mem- 
ber, Committee on Ways & Means) 
recently supported legislation that 
requires Massachusetts colleges to 
implement policies to prevent sexu- 
al violence and misconduct on cam- 
pus and provide additional support 
and resources to students. 

Senate Bill 2979, An Act rela- 
tive to sexual violence on higher ed- 
ucation campuses, was enacted by 
the House of Representatives and 
the Senate on Jan. 5, during the fi- 
nal hours of the 2019-2020 legisla- 
tive session. The bill, which would 
apply to both public and private 
colleges and universities, is now on 
Gov. Charlie Baker’s desk for his 
review and signature. 

A 2019 national survey on 
sexual assault and misconduct con- 
ducted by the Association of Amer- 
ican Universities identified a 13% 
non-consensual sexual conduct rate 
on campuses nationwide. Although 
the Rape, Abuse, and Incest Nation- 
al Network reports that female col- 
lege students between the ages of 18 
and 24 are three times more likely 
to experience sexual violence, the 





U.S. Department of Justice esti- 
mates that 80% of sexual violence 
cases go unreported. 

Smola said Senate Bill 2979 
requires colleges to conduct regular 
surveys On campus sexual miscon- 
duct and to publicly post their sex- 
ual misconduct policies. They must 
also designate at least one confiden- 
tial “resource provider,’ who will be 
responsible for informing students 
of their reporting options, the col- 
lege’s disciplinary process, and the 
legal process available through lo- 
cal law enforcement agencies. The 
resource provider will also share 
with students details on the medi- 
cal, health and counseling services 
that are available to them, both on 
campus and through local, commu- 
nity-based rape crisis centers or do- 
mestic violence programs, as well 
as available school-based support- 
ive measures related to academic 
and residence life. 

Under Senate Bill 2979, col- 
leges must enter into memorandums 
of understanding with a communi- 
ty-based sexual assault crisis service 
center funded by the Department 
of Public Health if they do not al- 


Remote Work May Offer 
Financial Benefits 


During the COVID-19 pandemic, many of us have been forced to 
work from home. But once we’ve moved past the virus, many workers 
may continue working from home. More than one-third of companies 
with employees who started working from home now think that remote 
work will stay more common post-pandemic, according to a Harvard 
Business School study. This shift to at-home work can affect people’s lives 
in many ways — and it may end up providing workers with some long-term 















financial advantages. 


If you’re one of those who will continue working remotely, either full 
time or at least a few days a week, how might you benefit? Here are a few 






possibilities: 


Reduced transportation costs — Over time, you can spend a lot of 
money commuting to and from work. The average commuter spends 
$2,000 to $5,000 per year on transportation costs, including gas, car 
















maintenance, public transportation and other expenses, depending on 
where they live, according to the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis and 
the U.S. Census Bureau. If you are going to work primarily from home, 
you should be able to greatly reduce these costs. 

Potentially lower car insurance premiums — Your auto insurance 
premiums are partially based on how many miles you drive each year. So, 
if you were to significantly reduce these miles by working from home, you 


might qualify for lower rates. 


Lower expenditures on lunches — If you typically eat lunch in 
restaurants or get takeout while at work, you could easily be spending $50 
Or more per week — even more if you regularly get coffee drinks to go. 
By these figures, you could end up spending around $3,000 a year. Think 
how much you could reduce this bill by eating lunch at home during your 


remote workday. 


Lower clothing costs — Despite the rise in “casual dress” days, plenty 
of workers still need to maintain appropriate office attire. By working 
from home, you can “dress down,” reducing your clothing costs and dry- 


cleaning bills. 


ready provide a center of their own, 
as well as a community-based do- 
mestic violence program funded by 
DPH. This requirement is designed 
to ensure that students and employ- 
ees can access free and confidential 
counseling and advocacy services, 
either on campus or off campus. 

The bill also establishes a task 
force that will be charged with de- 
veloping model questions to be 
used on college sexual miscon- 
duct surveys in Massachusetts. 
The task force will submit its 
model questions and recommen- 
dations to the Commissioner of 
Higher Education by Jan. 1, 2022. 
Smola said Senate Bill 2979 also 
establishes a process for incidents 
to be reported anonymously, and 
requires colleges to train students 
and staff on sexual assault preven- 
tion. Colleges will also be required 
to annually disclose the number of 
sexual misconduct reports they re- 
ceive to the Department of Higher 
Education. 

For additional information 
please contact Smola at Todd.Smo- 
la@mahouse.gov or 617-722-2100. 


M OULTON 
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What credits and discounts do you qualify for? 


As you can see, it may be possible for you to save quite a bit of money 
by working from home. How can you use your savings to help meet your 
long-term financial goals, such as achieving a comfortable retirement? 

For one thing, you could boost your investments. Let’s suppose that 
you can save $2,500 each year by working remotely. If you were to invest 
this amount in a tax-deferred account, such as an IRA or your 401(k) or 
similar employer-sponsored plan and earned a hypothetical 6% annual 
return for 20 years, you’d accumulate more than $97,000 — and if you 
kept going for an additional 10 years, you’d have nearly $210,000. You’d 
eventually pay taxes on the amount you withdrew from these accounts 
(and withdrawals prior to age 592 may be subject to a 10% IRS penalty), 
but you’d still end up pretty far ahead of where you'd be otherwise.) 

You also might use part of your savings generated by remote work 
to help build an emergency fund containing a few months’ worth of 
living expenses. Without this fund, you might be forced to dip into your 
retirement accounts to pay for something like a major home repair. 

Becoming an at-home worker will no doubt require some adjustments 
on your part — but, in strictly financial terms, it could lead to some positive 


results. 


This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your 


local Edward Jones Financial Advisor. 
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We invite you to stop in or call for a quote. 


Very Competitive Rates * Experienced Professional Staff 
99"/ Customer Satisfaction Rate * On-site Registry Processing 


Moulton Insurance is proud of its family tradition of serving both individuals and businesses 
since 1952. Protecting clients throughout Massachusetts, Moulton Insurance individually tailors 
policies to maximize your credits and give your family and business our most competitive rates. 


143 West Street 
Ware, MA 01082 
413-967-3327 


www.moultoninsurance.com @ 1-800-521-5787 


A5 North Main Street 
Belchertown, MA 01007 
413-323-7229 
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Through this uncertain but certainly 


challenging time, local businesses are 


maintaining a safe, shopping environment 
for customers & employees. 
Show them your support. Shop Local! 





Home electrical safety subject of 
Faces of Fire awareness video 


The National Fire Protection 
Association and the Phoenix So- 
ciety for Burn Survivors have in- 
troduced the fifth video interview 
of their six-part campaign series, 
Faces of Fire/Electrical, which 
features personal stories of people 
impacted by electrical incidents, 
demonstrating the need for contin- 
ued education and awareness about 
electrical hazards at home and in 
the workplace. 

Pam Elliott is the latest inter- 
view in the video campaign. In the 
spring of 1959, then five-year old 
Elliott suffered third degree burns 
over 50 percent of her body from a 
fire ignited by a damaged lighting 
fixture that destroyed her family 
home. She spent months during 
her elementary and high school 
years undergoing reconstructive 
surgery to help restore the function 
of her hands, arms, and legs and 
the appearance of her injuries. 

Electrical distribution or light- 
ing equipment was the leading 
cause of home fire property dam- 
age, according to the latest NFPA 
research. An average of 33,900 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING 


SERVICES 


For Full Accounting, 
Bookkeeping & Tax Service 
Call For An Appointment 


228 WEST STREET 


WARE, MA 01082 


<> 
PROVIDER 


You're 
Retired. 
Your Money 
Isn't. 


To learn about the 
different options 
for your retirement 
accounts, call my 
office today. 


Hunter E Boody 
Financial Advisor 


413-967-8364 


such fires caused 470 deaths, 1,100 
injuries and $1.4 billion in direct 
property damage annually from 
2014 - 2018. Electrical failures or 
malfunctions were a factor in near- 
ly nine out of 10 home fires involv- 
ing wire and related equipment 
each year between 2012-2016. 
“Equipment and devices pow- 
ered by electricity as well as faulty 
structural wiring are potential 
sources for electrical fires,’ said 
Lorraine Carli, NFPA’s vice pres- 
ident of Outreach and Advocacy. 
“Electricity makes our lives much 
easier but today homeowners ex- 
pect more out of their electrical 
systems than ever before, espe- 
cially with more family members 
working from home amidst the 
coronavirus pandemic. The Fac- 
es of Fire/Electrical campaign 
reminds us about potential home 
electrical hazards, how to recog- 
nize the warning signs, and the 
action steps homeowners need to 
take to reduce associated risks.” 
While new home construction 
equipped with the latest electrical 
systems is built to meet the de- 
mand of today’s 
busy households, 
Electrical Safe- 
ty Foundation 
International 
(ESFI) states 
there are still 
more than 47.5 
million homes 
in the U.S. that 
are at least 50 


years old and 
built before 
many modern 
day _ electronics 
and appliances 
were invented. 


The need for en- 
ergy to power 
these devices, 
coupled with the 
increase of com- 
puters, phones, 
and new tech- 
nologies that use 
electricity and 
the number of 
aging electrical 


systems and components in older 
homes, significantly contribute to 
a greater risk of electrical home 
fires. Through more awareness 
and education, homeowners and 
renters, with the help of a quali- 
fied, licensed electrician, can find 
and correct fire safety hazards in 
the home before a serious incident 
occurs. 

Overall, Faces of Fire/Elec- 
trical features six personal stories 
of electrical burn survivors whose 
lives have been forever altered and 
how more understanding, training, 
and a change in work culture could 
have significantly impacted these 
outcomes. Woven into these stories 
of resilience is an additional inter- 
view with a physician dedicated to 
the complete physical and emo- 
tional healing of patients suffering 
from a burn injury. Through these 
video interviews, written profiles, 
and related information, Faces of 
Fire/Electrical is a resource for 
electrical and non-electrical work- 
ers, and the general public to learn 
more about the importance of elec- 
trical safety. 

While many electrical inju- 
ries prove fatal, those that are not 
can be particularly debilitating, 
oftentimes involving complicated 
recoveries and lasting emotional 
and physical impact. The Faces of 
Fire/Electrical campaign ultimate- 
ly works to help build a safer world 
by teaching others and supporting 
the burn survivor community in 
advancing lifelong healing, opti- 
mal recovery, and burn and injury 
prevention. 

Today, Elliott shares her per- 
sonal burn story to advocate for 
home fire sprinklers and home 
fire safety and speaks for the most 
vulnerable people in house fires in- 
cluding infants, children, the elder- 
ly, and the disabled. 

People may visit www.nfpa. 
org/facesoffire each month to 
watch the videos. Free resources 
are now available to download and 
share, and additional information 
about the Faces of Fire/Electrical 
campaign can be found on NFPA’s 
website. 
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Classifieds 


12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 





ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


MTD 2-STAGE, 5.5HP. “Snow King’ 
24” Electric Start, $175.00 TORO 
Powermax 2-Stage, 828LXE, “Snow 
King? 28” Electric Start, $750.00 Bob 
(413) 566-1221 


FIREWOOD 


A1 WE STILL HAVE SEASONED 
FIREWOOD Prompt Delivery and 
Competitive Pricing. Call now S & K 
413-267-3100 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. 
Cut, split and delivered. 413-575- 
4243. 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or 
back pain? If you have insurance, you 
may qualify for the perfect brace at 
little to no cost. Get yours today! Call 
1-800-217-0504 


INVENTORS: FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea start- 
er guide. Submit your idea for a free 
consultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 


vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your 
ads run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for 
$250. OFF your stairlift purchase and 
FREE DVD & brochure! 1-844-325- 
8610 


Buying? Selling? 
——¢ ©) 


Our 
Classifieds 
Get Results! ) 
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TAX TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


Call For An 
Appointment 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov. 


Call your local Turley Publications 
sales representative for information and 
rates on advertising your tax service here! 


413-283-8393 - 1-800-824-6548 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


AB Hauling and 


Removal Service 





2**x*ex*A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 





2*****A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are here and ready for the 2020 tax filing season! 
Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership tax filing. 
Please give us a call at the office or 
visit our website for our COVID practices. 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


Tel: 413-289-0058 
= Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 





David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 

Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kitchentabletaxes.com 


Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here 


CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 








CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for es- 
timate. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 


experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


Snow Plowing, driveways and small 
parking lots. Residential and Com- 
mercial clean-outs/dumpster service. 
Palmer, Wilbraham, Monson, Ludlow 
area. Fully insured. Call DiRico Prop- 
erties (413) 530-1299 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ART- 
IST - learn how to teach painting with 
this special method to people of all 
ages and abilities and have your own 
business with a stable income. Fill the 
need for more art in healthcare facili- 
ties. Check it out at: 
www.artis4every1.com or call 
(508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh 413-636-5957 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


Got Junk? Then you should call 21st 
Century Sanford and Son scrap metal 
removal service. Fast, reliable, de- 
pendable, friendly and Free removal 
of unwanted junk. Call Andy (413) 
885-4016 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE: Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a Se- 
nior Citizen and Veteran discount. Call 
today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


AUTO FOR SALE 


FORD FOCUS 2011 = Excellent 
condition. 86,500 Miles, Automatic, 
4 dr, 32 mpg, 1 owner, clean Carfax, 
all maintenance records, w/4 studded 
snow tires. $4900.00 firm. (413) 348- 
9335 





RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


A PERSONAL CARE ATTEN- 
DANT needed in Palmer for fe- 





male. Very nice job. $15.75 hr. Call 
413-283-2508 





PCA NEEDED FOR 99 YR old 
female. Days and nights needed 
hours are negotiable. Contact Clau- 
dine(864) 385-4580. 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM Alternate 
Plumbing & Gas Inspector. Public Tele- 
vision Program Coordinator - P/T. Town 
Accountant. Looking for many reliable 
people to fill these positions. For ap- 
plication and more information please 
visit ww.wilbraham-ma.gov. Open until 
filled. EOE 





FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, col- 
or, religion, sex, handicap, familial sta- 
tus, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.’ We will not knowing- 
ly accept any advertising for real es- 
tate which is in violation of the law. All 
persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 
¢Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 
eLaundry Facilities 
eCats Welcome 
eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 
a 





WARREN MODERN Studio, $695, 
with new kitchen, carpet and applianc- 
es. Free hot water. Beautiful rural set- 
ting with a mountain view. Located on 
67. Please call (413)436-5301 


STORAGE 


SECURE STORAGE Winter Spe- 
cial. Rent a 5’x10: 2 months payment 
up front, 3rd month free. Call Mary 
(413)531-3722 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


2) 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 
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Base Price 
$28.50 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Base Price Base Price Base Price 
$29.00 $29.50 $30.00 


EASTHAMPTON 


8526.00 
Suburban 
Base Price Base Price Base Price Base Price Res | d e nti a | 
$26.50 $27.00 $27.50 $28.00 ; : 
Circulation: 
59,000 


Base Price 
$32.00 


Base Price 
$31.50 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$30.50 $31.00 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 


for $26.00 for 20 words plus 





Base Price Base Price Base Price Base Price ehh 
—_ — “se "| 50¢ for each additional word. [== 
— —_ — ——_| Add $10 for a second Zone And to keep up with current 
aa = = = aT - bio : ; aoe trends, our newspaper web sites 
are mobile-friendly too! 
. : i i Includes 
namics pmol RISE SUING Base IEE een Easily connect with your community news, 
Address: Addasecond ZONE __*10.00 find quick links to our facebook feeds, 
Town: State: Zip: Add a third ZONE $5.00 pipe loa browse newspaper archives and submit 
~~ ( Quabbin er 
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $ Subtotal VOUL Ouningws Tans Dy velling 
——_—__— www.newspapers.turley.com 
Credit Card: I MasterCard VISA 4 Discover J Cash 1 Check# x Number of Weeks 
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Publications, Inc. 
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Massachusetts, New England States, and D.C. Commit to Groundbreaking 
Regional Program to Reduce Pollution, Invest in Clean Transportation 


All Transportation and Climate Initia- 
tive States Remain Active in Program, 
Commit to Continued Collaboration 


BOSTON - Recently, Massachusetts Gov. Charlie 
Baker, Connecticut Gov. Ned Lamont, Rhode Island 
Gov. Gina Raimondo and Washington, D.C. May- 
or Muriel Bowser signed a Memorandum of Under- 
standing committing to a groundbreaking multi-state 
program Baker’s office said will reduce motor vehicle 
pollution by at least 26 percent and generate over $1.8 
billion in Massachusetts by 2032. 

The bipartisan Transportation and Climate Ini- 
tiative Program will allow participating jurisdictions 
to invest in equitable, cleaner transportation options, 
and create significant new employment opportunities 
while substantially improving public health across the 
Commonwealth and New England, Baker’s office said. 

Underscoring the importance of regional action, 
other Transportation and Climate Initiative jurisdic- 
tions released a joint statement committing to contin- 
ued collaboration on the development of the regional 
program, as well as working to identify additional re- 
gional strategies to reduce air pollution, create health- 
ler communities, and invest in cleaner, more equitable 
transportation systems. 

Significantly, the State of North Carolina joined 
the joint statement, committing for the first time to 
working with the other TCI jurisdictions on the de- 
velopment of the program. With the issuance of the 
MOU, the remaining TCI jurisdictions have the ability 
to formally sign the MOU at any time. The program is 
slated to begin in 2023 after a reporting year to allow 
for additional jurisdictions to sign on. 

“As a Commonwealth, we have an obligation to 
address climate change head on and a challenge this 
great requires action across our region and nation. 
That’s why I am proud to join Governor Lamont, Gov- 


LN a id 


Restaurant Sp 


ernor Raimondo and Mayor Bowser to launch this 
trailblazing program to reduce greenhouse gas emis- 
sions while building the clean, resilient transportation 
system of the future,’ Baker said. 

“By partnering with our neighbor states with 
which we share tightly connected economies and 
transportation systems, we can make a more signifi- 
cant impact on climate change while creating jobs 
and growing the economy as a result. Several other 
Transportation and Climate Initiative states are also 
committing to this effort today and we look forward 
to these partners moving ahead with us as we build out 
this first in the nation program.” 

According to Baker’s office, in a region with na- 
tion-leading climate goals, Massachusetts, Connecti- 
cut, Rhode Island and Washington, D.C. are com- 
mitting to bold action to ensure the achievement of 
emissions reduction targets while positioning the ju- 
risdictions and region as leaders in the clean transpor- 
tation economy. Accounting for 73% of the transpor- 
tation emissions, 76% of the vehicles, and 75-80% of 
the gross domestic product in New England, the three 
states and Washington D.C. are taking this action at a 
time when the impacts of climate change continue to 
be felt across the country and region. 

“Engaging in this way with my fellow governors 
and Mayor Bowser accomplishes goals we have set 
for Connecticut for years,’ said Connecticut Gov. Ned 
Lamont. 

“Participating in the TCI-P will help grow our 
economy through a fresh injection of capital to provide 
for jobs and new infrastructure. This collaboration will 
cut our greenhouse gas emissions, and it will make 
our urban centers healthier, after decades of being ad- 
versely impacted by the emissions being released by 
traffic every day. Connecticut has always taken pride 
in our leadership role when it comes to climate, and 
when we can combine that with a stronger economy, 
fast transit systems, and regional cooperation, that’s a 
win for all of us.” 





Rhode Island’s Gov. Raimondo refereed to the ef- 
fort as an “investment” in her state. 

“Joining the Transportation and Climate Initiative 
is an investment in Rhode Islanders,” she said. 

“This first-of-its-kind program will provide $20 
million annually for public transit, safe streets for bik- 
ers and pedestrians, and other green projects. Most im- 
portantly, it will provide much-needed relief for the ur- 
ban communities who suffer lifelong health problems 
as aresult of dirty air. I look forward to working with 
the Rhode Island General Assembly to launch this pro- 
gram and protect the health of Rhode Islanders.” 

Bowser, the D.C. mayor, said, “My vision is for 
the District to be the healthiest, greenest, most live- 
able city for all our residents. To realize that vision, 
we have ambitious goals - for mobility, equity, and 
climate - and this program is an opportunity to accel- 
erate all three, together. That’s why I’m proud to join 
this collaboration, leveraging a multi-jurisdictional 
commitment to cutting pollution to deliver real health 
benefits and investment dollars for all eight Wards.” 

In New England, transportation is responsible for 
over 40% of greenhouse gas emissions, and exposure 
to air pollution exacerbates lung and heart ailments, 
causes asthma attacks, and increases the risk of a 
stroke and other serious health conditions. To address 
these challenges, the new program will make avail- 
able over $160 million in allowance auction proceeds 
to Massachusetts by 2023 — money to provide better 
transportation options that result in less pollution, im- 
proved health, and a growing economy. 

“The COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted the 
need to proactively invest in protecting public health, 
especially in communities most affected by air pollu- 
tion,” said Mass. Lt. Governor Karyn Polito. 

“The Transportation and Climate Initiative Pro- 
gram provides a critical opportunity to improve air 
quality throughout the Commonwealth, create jobs 
for Massachusetts residents, and help our state and re- 
gional economies recover.” 
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We would like to offer our local restaurants a special to advertise 
and let your patrons know you are open for business. 





* Ad must run for 4 weeks between 
Jan. 27, 2021 thru March 26, 2021 


Advertisement will also include FREE 
Restaurant Listing in all 12 weekly papers in 
our Open For Business Directory that will run 

EVERY week until March 26, 2021. 


Call Your Advertising Representative TODAY 


°99 


3X8 Black & White Ad 
dimensions 4.70 w X 8°h 


TAKEOQUT OR DINE-IN! 


per week*/per paper 





ABC Pizza 


Open for Takeout/Dine-In 
100 Main Street 


Hours 





DON'T MISS OUT! 


413-123-4567 


Hamburger Place 

Open for Takeout Only 
200 Main Street 

Hours 


413-123-4567 
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Energy and Environmental Affairs Secretary 
Kathleen Theoharides said taking action now is im- 
perative. 

“The next decade is pivotal for all levels of gov- 
ernment to take deliberate action to avoid the worst 
impacts of climate change, and this historic multi-ju- 
risdictional program will unlock solutions that reduce 
emissions and protect our most vulnerable residents in 
environmental justice communities and communities 
underserved by transportation options,” she said. 

“Importantly, all TCI jurisdictions have commit- 
ted to continuing their work together on the program, 
and we look forward to welcoming additional states 
into the program while continuing our work across the 
region to meet our Net Zero climate goals here in Mas- 
sachusetts, improving local air quality, and deploying 
new, clean transportation options.” 

The TCI-P jurisdictions have committed to invest 
35% of annual revenue in communities underserved 
by current transportation options, and with dispropor- 
tionately high levels of pollution. To ensure equitable 
clean transportation outcomes, Massachusetts will 
designate an advisory body with diverse representa- 
tion to identify underserved and overburdened com- 
munities, provide guidance for investments, and define 
goals and metrics for measuring progress. 

“Tackling a challenge as big as climate change 
requires regions to work together and both the Memo- 
randum of Understanding and joint statement represent 
a commitment by a broad group of states to continue 
collaborating on strategies that can bend the curve on 
transportation greenhouse gas emissions, which con- 
tinue to be the largest and fastest growing source of 
climate-altering pollution,” said Transportation Secre- 
tary and CEO Stephanie Pollack. 

“We look forward to ongoing engagement with 
communities, especially those that have been over- 
burdened or underserved,’ said Massachusetts De- 
partment of Environmental Protection Commissioner 
Martin Suuberg. 

“MassDEP will work to engage with those com- 
munities and all interested parties as we move for- 
ward.” 

Metropolitan Area Planning Council Deputy D1- 
rector Rebecca Davis said getting buy-in from multi- 
ple states was key. 

“Establishing a multi-state initiative to curb trans- 
portation emissions was a key recommendation of 
Governor Baker’s Future of Transportation Commis- 
sion,’ said . “Joining the Transportation Climate Ini- 
tiative is the best way for the Commonwealth to tackle 
transportation’s role in carbon emissions, improve air 
quality in our environmental justice communities and 
raise revenue for essential investments in a sustainable 
system,” she said. 

One particular stakeholder was enthused about the 
accord. 

“Ceres welcomes the new bipartisan, multi-state 
agreement that will help states to tackle the transpor- 
tation crisis head on,’ said Mindy Lubber, president 
and CEO at the sustainability nonprofit organization 
Ceres. 

“The Transportation and Climate Initiative will 
help improve public health, revitalize state economies, 
and support local communities that bear the brunt of 
pollution from transportation. We look forward to 
working with the business community and states to 
implement the program and expand it to include addi- 
tional states in the months to come.” 

TCI-P will require large gasoline and diesel fuel 
suppliers to purchase “allowances” for the pollution 
caused by the combustion of fuels they sell in the 
regions. The total number of emission allowances 
would decline each year, resulting in less transporta- 
tion pollution. Each participating jurisdiction will in- 
dependently decide how to invest program proceeds. 
These proceeds will be invested in ways that help 
both urban and rural residents, including improving 
and expanding public transportation; zero-emission 
buses, cars, and trucks; electric vehicle charging in- 
frastructure; development of interstate electric vehicle 
charging corridors; improving high speed wireless 
internet in rural and low-income areas to allow for 
teleworking; repairing existing roads and bridges; and 
providing safer bike lanes and sidewalks. 

The agreement was developed with extensive 
outreach and input from thousands of residents, 
stakeholders, businesses, and organizations, as part 
of the Transportation and Climate Initiative (TCD), 
a multi-jurisdictional collaboration of Northeast, 
Mid-Atlantic, and Southeast states and the District of 
Columbia, Baker’s office said. With the signing of the 
TCI-P MOU, there will be many additional opportu- 
nities for the public to provide feedback during the 
subsequent development of a model rule, and program 
implementation. 

Last year, Baker committed Massachusetts to 
achieving net zero emissions by 2050. To determine 
how best to achieve this emissions limit, the adminis- 
tration launched its 2050 Roadmap, a nation-leading 
quantitative and qualitative planning effort that will 
chart multiple technical and policy pathways by which 
the Commonwealth can equitably and cost-effectively 
achieve net zero emissions by 2050. 

The state’s 2050 Roadmap analysis will directly 
inform the state’s 2030 emissions limit, which will 
be set at the end of 2020 together with the publica- 
tion of a second report, the 2030 Clean Energy and 
Climate Plan, detailing the Commonwealth’s plan to 
achieve that limit. Massachusetts continues to lead the 
nation in climate action, including through the first-in- 
nation Clean Peak Standard, the Municipal Vulnera- 
bility Preparedness (MVP) Program, participating in 
the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI), clean 
energy procurements, nation-leading energy efficiency 
programs, electric vehicle and charging infrastructure 
incentive programs, and its Clean Energy Standard. 


VISIt US at 
journalregister.turley.com 


